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PASSOVER  SYMBOLS 


The  symbols,  in  the  plate: 
A— Eggs,  B— Shank  Bone, 
C— Bitter  Herbs,  D— Lettuce, 
E—Charoseth,  F— Horse  Radish. 


PES  A  CH-PA  SSO  VER 

Pesach  is  a  Hebrew  word  derived 
from  a  root  meaning  to  pass  or  skip 
over.  The  Bible  tells  us  that  when  the 
Angel  of  Death  caused  the  first-born 
in  every  Egyptian  home  to  die,  the 
Jewish  homes  were  not  touched.  The 
Angel  of  Death  passed  over  the  Jewish 
homes. 
SEDER 

Seder  is  also  a  Hebrew  word  mean- 
ing order  or  procedure.  On  the  first 
two  evenings  a  special  order  or  service 
known  as  the  Seder  is  conducted. 
When  our  ancestors  left  Egypt  they 
celebrated  their  freedom  with  a  spe- 
cial ceremony.  Ever  since  then  this 
ceremony  has  been  observed  by  Jews. 
THE  SEDER  TABLE 

The  following  articles  are  grouped 
on  the  Seder  Table:  Three  matzos 
placed  in  the  center;  a  dish  contain- 
ing bitter  herbs,  horse  radish,  celery, 
parsley,  lettuce,  charoseth— a  mixture 
of  scraped  apples  and  raisins,  pounded 
almonds  and  other  nuts,  sugar  and 
cinnamon:  an  egg  which  has  been 
roasted  in  hot  ashes;  a  roasted  lamb 
bone  (the  shank  is  generally  used): 
special  wine  used  for  Pesach. 
MA TZOS 

When  our  ancestors  left  Egypt  they 
had  no  time  to  bake  their  bread  in 
an  oven,  so  they  took  along  dough 
and  baked  it  in  the  sun  while  travel- 
ing. The  mat/os  remind  us  of  the 
bread  of  affliction  or  suffering  which 
our  ancestors  ate  in  Egypt  and  of 
their  haste  to  flee  from  the  land  of 
slavery.  The  three  mat/os  used  at  the 
Seder  commemorate  Abraham's  hos- 
pitality to  the  three  visitors  who,  our 
Rabbis  tell  us,  visited  him  during 
Pesach.    Said    Abraham    to  Sarah; 


"Make  quickly  three  measures  of  fine 
meal:  knead  it  and  make  three  cakes." 
The    three    mat/os   symbolize  these 
three  measures. 
WINE 

The  wine  symbolizes  joy:  "And 
wine  thai  maketh  joyful  the  heart  of 
man."  (Psalm  104:15)  We  drink  Eour 
cups  ol  wine  because  ol  the  four 
promises  made  to  our  ancestors  when 
the)  were  heed  from  Egyptian  slavery. 

"And  1  will  take  you  out"  ol  the 
land  of  bondage. 

"And  f  will  save"  you. 

"And  1  will  free"  you  from  slavery. 

"And    I    will   take"   you   to   be  a 
Chosen  People. 
MOROR 

We  eat  a  bitter  vegetable,  usually 
horseradish,  as  a  remembrance  ol  the 
bitter  life  ot  our  forefathers  when 
they  were  slaves  in  Egypt.  Motor  in 
Hebrew  means  bitter. 
THE  EGG 

The  egg  is  a  symbol  ol  the  new  life 
the  Jews  were  to  enter.  The  people 
were  about  to  burst  the  shell  of  slavery 
and  enter  the  period  of  liberation,  ft 
is  also  the  symbol  of  the  free-will 
burnt  offering  brought  each  day  ol 
the  Passover  Feast  during  the  exist- 
ence of  the  Temple  in  Jerusalem. 
CHAROSETH 

Charoseth  is  made  of  nuts,  apples, 
raisins,  cinnamon  and  wine.  It  has 
the  color  of  clay  or  mortar.  We  eat 


it  to  remember  the  bricks  our  ances- 
tors made  in  Egypt  and  the  mortar 
the)  used  in  building  palaces  and 
temples  lor  the  Pharaohs,  ft  is  also 
used  as  a  symbol  for  the  sweetness  of 
freedom. 

ROASTED  BONE 

The  Lamb  Hone  reminds  us  of  the 
sacrifice  on  the  fust  Passover  (Exodus 
12:3-10)  .  God  commanded  each  Israel- 
ite family  to  make  a  burnt  offering 
ol  a  lamb.  The  bone  of  a  Lamb,  an 
animal  worshipped  by  the  Egyptians, 
is  placed  on  the  table  to  show  that 
idols  are  powerless  to  help  or  to 
injure. 

THE  AFIKOMEN 

Aftkomen  is  of  Greek  origin  which 
means  after  the  meal  or  dessert.  It, 
too,  remind  us  of  the  way  Passover 
was  celebrated  in  olden  times.  At  the 
end  of  the  Seder  each  person  received 
a  small  portion  ol  the  Paschal  lamb 
lor  dessert. 
CUP  OF  ELIJAH 

There  is  a  beautiful  legend  that 
before  the  Messiah  appears  to  lead 
the  Jews  back  to  Palestine  and  to 
establish  everlasting  peace  in  the 
world,  the  prophet  Elijah  will  appear 
to  announce  the  coming  of  the  Mes- 
siah. We  express  our  wish  and  hope 
lor  the  arrival  of  this  glad  messenger 
by  providing  a  special  cup  of  wine 
and  by  opening  the  door  to  admit  the 
expected  guest. 


LEST  WE  FORGET 

The  following  is  a  prayer  suggested  for  the  Seder  Services 


IN  this  night  of  the  Seder  we  remem- 
ber with  reverence  and  love  the 
six  million  ot  our  people  of  the  Euro- 
pean exile  who  perished  at  the  hands 
ol  a  tyrant,  more  wicked  than  the 
Pharaoh  who  enslaved  our  lathers  in 
Egypt.  Come,  said  he  to  his  minons, 
let  us  cut  them  off  from  being  a  peo- 
ple, that  the  name  of  Israel  may  be 
remembered  no  more.  And  they  slew 
the  blameless  and  pure  men  and 
women  and  little  ones,  with  vapors 
of  poison  and  burned  them  with  fire. 
But  we  abstain  from  dwelling  on  the 
deeds  of  the  evil  ones  lest  we  defame 
the  image  of  God  in  which  man  was 
created. 

Now,  the  remnants  of  our  people 
who  were  left  in  the  ghettos  and 
camps  ol  annihilation  rose  up  against 
the  wicked  ones  for  the  sanctification 
of  the  Name,  and  slew  many  of  them 


before  they  died.  On  the  first  day  of 
Passover  the  remnants  in  the  Ghetto 
ol  Warsaw  rose  up  against  the  adver- 
sary, even  as  in  the  days  of  Judah 
Maccabee.  They  were  lovely  and  pleas- 
ant in  their  lives,  and  in  their  death 
they    were    not    divided,    and  they 
brought  redemption  to  the  name  of 
fsrael  through  all  the  world.  And  from 
the  depths  of  their  affliction  the  mar- 
tyrs lilted  their  voices  in  a  song  of 
faith  in  the  coming  of  the  Messiah: 
And  though  he  tarry, 
None  the  less  do  f  believe! 
And  though  he  tarry, 
None  the  less  do  I  believe! 
I  believe,  I  believe,  I  believe! 
I  believe,  I  believe,  I  believe 
With  perfect  faith,  with  perfect  faith 
In  the  coming  of  the  Messiah  I  be- 
lieve! 
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ISRAEL  AFTEI 

THE  writer  was  privileged  to  visit 
Israel  last  year  as  a  delegate  to 
the  Bnai  Brith  convention  held 
in  Jerusalem.  During  the  course  of 
the  visit  he  traversed  every  section  of 
the  country,  going  literally  from  Dan 
to  Beersheba  and  even  southward 
through  the  Negev  to  the  new  port 
at  Elath.  It  was  a  pilgrimage  which 
realized  the  immemorial  desire  of  all 
Jews,  expressed  at  the  Passover  Seder 
in  the  words  L'shonah  Habah  Yeru- 
shalaim.  The  spiritual  fruits  of  the 
experience  constituted  a  spiritual  en- 
richment assessed  in  our  Bible  as 
beyond  the  value  of  diamonds  and 
rubies. 

This  does  not  pretend  to  be  a  re- 
port by  an  economist  on  the  state  of 
the  country,  or  the  condition  of  the 
state.  It  is  a  record,  however,  of  im- 
pressions sharply  etched  in  memory: 
impressions  of  places  and  people.  The 
places  include  the  major  cities  of 
Jerusalem,  Tel  Aviv  and  Haifa  and 
the  lesser  cities  of  Safad  and  Beer- 
sheba. In  this  category  one  lists  as 
well  emerging  cities,  such  as  Ashkalon, 
Ashdod  and  Elath.  The  places— and 
what  an  unsatisfactory  reference  this 
is  to  the  Hebrew  University,  the 
Weizmann  Institute  and  the  Tech- 
nion!— are  supplemented  by  these  in- 
stitutions, which  have  no  like  any- 
where between  Rome  and  Tokyo,  and 
which  in  their  totality  constitutes  an 
educational  system  of  which  the 
wealthiest  and  most  powerful  nations 
in  the  world  might  be  envious. 

Israel  impresses  the  visitor  immedi- 
ately by  its  atmosphere  of  energetic 
activity,  harnessed  under  the  control 
of  excellent  planning  which  manages 
to  minimize  the  relative  paucity  of 
resources.  One  statistic  serves  well  as 


L  TEN  YEARS 

an  example:  in  1958  there  were  erec- 
ted in  the  country  32,000  housing 
units  consisting  in  the  main  of  three 
and  four  room  cement  and  stucco 
apartment  buildings.  When  it  is  re- 
membered that  almost  everything 
must  still  be  imported,  including 
wood,  nails,  plumbing  and  other  basic 
necessities,  the  magnitude  of  this 
achievement  becomes  obvious. 

It  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  this 
constructive  energy  must  in  some 
large  degree  be  at  the  same  time  di- 
verted to  the  needs  of  military  de- 
fense. Were  it  possible  for  Israel  to 
use  for  construction  most  of  the  funds 
devoted  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
army  and  the  purchase  of  expensive 
modern  armaments  there  would  by 
now  be  no  remaining  vestige  of  the 
mahabarotli  which  marred  the  land- 
scape of  Israel  at  the  same  time  that 
it  rendered  physically  miserable  the 
existence  of  new  immigrants.  Fortun- 
ately, these  are  rapidly  becoming  but 
an  unpleasant  memory. 

The  government  and  the  people  are 
realizing  the  necessity  of  encouraging 
private  investment  with  the  result 
that  restrictions  upon  the  free  receipt 
of  profits  by  the  entrepeneur  —  and 
particularly  the  foreign  investor— are 
constantly  being  eased.  As  one  rides 
through  the  cities  and  in  the  country- 
side the  results  of  the  new  policy  are 
frequently  seen  in  the  form  of  fac- 
tories of  considerable  dimension  and 
productivity.  It  is  known  to  the  gov- 
ernment that  Israel  cannot  for  too 
long  rely  upon  foreign  financing  such 
as  German  reparations.  These  have 
not  only  been  faithfully  paid  by  the 
Bonn  government  at  their  due  dates 
but  have  in  fact  been  to  some  extent 
anticipated  by  Israel.  The  balance  of 


export  against  import  must  therefore 
be  materially  increased  in  order  to 
stabilize  the  value  of  the  Israel  pound, 
prevent  internal  inflation  and  main- 
tain a  proper  level  of  living. 

There  is  an  especial  pride  to  be 
derived  by  any  Jew  from  the  sight  of 
Israel's  young  people.  Their  very  phy- 
sical carriage  portrays  a  confidence  in 
the  present  and  future  of  the  country 
which  is  one  of  the  elements  of  Israel's 
ability  to  withstand  the  enmity  and 
encroachments  of  its  surrounding 
Arab  neighbors— who  are  neighbors  in 
fact  only.  Whatever  the  anti-Semites 
may  hereafter  write  about  the  Jew, 
the  old  sterotype  of  the  cringing  cow- 
ard is  as  dead  as  the  dodo. 

It  is  not  to  be  assumed  that  Israel 
is  without  serious  problems.  Only  a 
decade  has  passed  since  the  achieve- 
ment of  independence,  and  in  this 
short  period  upward  of  one  million 
people  have  entered  the  country, 
bringing  with  them  in  most  instances 
nothing  to  enrich  its  economy  except 
the  will  to  labor  and  to  contribute 
these  skills  with  which  their  past  en- 
dowed them.  To  use  these  potentiali- 
ties, work  of  all  kinds  must  be  pro- 
vided, and  it  is  simply  the  fact  that 
there  is  not  enough  work  for  all  hands 
and  all  skills.  There  are  of  course 
notable  exceptions,  such  as  the  Yem- 
enites in  metal  work.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  dissatisfactions  arising  from 
unemployment  will  be  speedily  erased 
by  increasing  the  avenues  of  produc- 
tivity. Here  lies  the  opportunity  of 
American  Jewry  to  add  new  chapters 
to  its  already  fine  record  of  brother- 
liness.  This  reference  is  not  merely 
to  philanthropy  but  to  business.  If 
Kaiser-Frazier  and  other  American  in- 
dustries can  profitably  establish  enter- 
prises in  Israel,  so  can  American  Jews. 

William  I.  Siegel 
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"JUST  BETWEEN  OURSELVES" 

i4n  Intimate  Chat  Between  Rabbi  and  Reader 

A  MESSAGE 


WHEN  diese  lines  will  be  read, 
we  hope  that  we  will  ahead) 
have  touched  die  sacred  soil  of 
Israel,  toward  which  we  are  now  sail- 
ing. We  will  miss  being  with  many  of 
you  at  die  Passover  Seder  in  die  Cen- 
ter, but  we  will  have  the  great  privi- 
lege of  celebraung  Passover  among 
our  brediren  who  have  literally  ex- 
perienced a  new  Exodus  from  modern 
Egypts  in  Europe  and  Asia  where 
they  endured  untold  hardships.  To- 
day they  are  enjoying  full  freedom 
and  the  blessings  of  life  in  their  own 
land  of  promise. 

I  hope  and  pray  that  the  Passover 
festival  may  bring  joy  to  all  of  you 
and  also  the  determination  to  work 
widi  even  greater  zeal  and  enthusiasm 
to  assure  the  future  of  this  reborn 
land  and  people.  Let  all  of  us  dedi- 
cate ourselves  anew  to  give  added 
strength  to  these  heroic  men  and  wo- 


SOME  1,600  to  1,800  Jews  exist  to- 
day in  the  Democratic  Peoples' 
Republic  of  East  Germany  under 
Communist  rule,  about  1,000  of  them 
in  East  Berlin.  The  picture  of  this 
unhappy  remnant  is  one  of  utter 
helplessness,  a  special  correspondent 
of  the  Jewish  Telegraphic  Agency 
established. 

Behind  a  high  gate  guarding  a 
courtyard  at  53  Rykestrasse,  in  East 
Berlin,  is  an  old  building  with  a  small 
sign  announcing  this  is  the  "Frieden- 
stempel"— the  Freedom  Temple.  The 
interior  of  this  old  synagogue  had 
been  gutted  by  the  Nazis.  The  Com- 
munist regime  has  spent  a  reported 
250,000  marks  (S60.000)  to  rebuild  it. 
It  is  now  a  magnificent  house  of  wor- 
ship, beautiful,  clean,  attractive;  an 
obvious  showcase  to  demonstrate  East 
Germany's  "tolerance"  of  the  Jewish 
religion. 

The  rabbi  of  this  temple  and  spirit- 
ual leader  of  the  "Jewish  Community 


men,  who,  though  surrounded  by  ene- 
mies, are  nevertheless  giving  all  of 
diemselves  to  make  this  land  a  garden 
of  bliss,  a  citadel  of  genuine  democ- 
racy and  an  inspiration  to  all  man- 
kind. 

And  when,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
Seder,  you  pray:  L'shanah  habaah 
b'Yerushalyim  —  "next  year  in  Jeru- 
salem" —  may  that  prayer  be  realized 
at  least  in  the  sense  that  you  may  all 
be  privileged  to  visit  Israel  and  to 
experience  the  thrill  of  seeing  with 
your  own  eyes  the  great  miracle  of  our 
people's  rebirth,  which  Israel  symbol- 
izes today. 


of  Greater  Berlin,"  is  Rabbi  Martin 
Riesenberger,  a  man  in  his  late  fifties 
who  was  never  ordained  as  a  rabbi 
but  was  a  lay  preacher.  He  holds  his 
post  by  government  appointment. 
The  congregation  has  a  shochet  who 
prepares  meat  for  kosher  consump- 
tion. 

Rabbi  Riesenberger  told  the  cor- 
respondent diat  on  Sabbath  weekends, 
about  30  to  40  worshipers  come  to 
the  temple.  On  holidays  like  Passover, 
about  100  appear  and,  on  the  High 
Holy  Days,  as  many  as  300.  The  age 
level,  he  admits,  is  "elderly."  There 
is  no  rabbinical  seminar)-,  there  are 
no  classes  for  children  except  one 
class  to  prepare  youths  for  their  Bar 
Mitzvah.  This  has  four  students. 

The  congregation  is  well  supplied 
wtih  prayer  books,  phylacteries  and 
other  religious  objects,  and  has  40 
Scrolls  of  the  Law,  all  recovered  from 
the  places  where  the  Jews  concealed 
them  during  the  Nazi  regime.  It  has 


no  Hebrew  or  Yiddish  literature  ex- 
cept for  the  Holy  Books. 

Rabbi  Riesenberger  said  there  were 
four  other  synagogues  in  East  Ger- 
many at  Dresden,  Halle,  Magdeburg 
and  Ehrfurth.  There  are  about  650 
Jews  in  these  communities,  but  not  a 
single  rabbi.  He  did  not  mention 
Leipzig,  which  has  a  synagogue,  a  con- 
gregation of  about  100  and  a  rabbi 
the  Leipzig  community  regards  as  the 
Chief  Rabbi  of  East  Germany. 

Most  of  the  Jews  remaining  in  East 
Germany  are  small  businessmen  or 
traders  with  a  few  holding  civil  serv- 
ice posts. 

DR.  ELIAS  N.  RABINOWITZ— 
IN  MEMORIAM 

THE  death  of  reversed  librarian, 
Rabbi  Elias  N.  Rabinowitz,  has 
brought  great  sorrow  to  all  of  us  who 
were  privileged  to  know  him.  He  was 
a  fine  Jewish  scholar,  wholeheartedly 
dedicated  to  die  study  of  our  Torah, 
and  made  a  distinct  contribution  to 
Jewish  learning. 

Our  Library  is  greatly  indebted  to 
him.  For  more  than  two  decades  he 
gave  it  loyal  and  faithful  service.  Both 
young  and  old  found  him  a  source  of 
vast  information  to  whom  they  could 
come  for  guidance  and  help  in  their 
readings  and  studies.  He  was  the  ish 
ha-sefer,  the  man  of  the  book,  a  living 
svmbol  of  loving  pursuit  of  learning, 
and  thus  was  an  inspiration  to  even 
one  who  came  to  the  Library  to  gain 
a  greater  appreciation  of  Jewish  study. 
He  was  gentle,  kind  and  gracious  to 
everyone,  and  has  left  an  indelible 
impress  upon  all  of  us. 

We  shall  ever  cherish  his  memory. 

Israel  H.  Levinthal 
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HERZL'S  JEWISH  STATE 

A  COMPARISON  WITH  THE  REALITY 
By  ALFRED  WERNER 


The  folloiuing  appraisal  of  Herzl's 
conception  of  a  Jewish  state  in  con- 
trast with  the  new  State  of  Israel  is 
publislied  as  part  of  the  world  com- 
memoration of  the  100th  anniversary 
of  Herzl's  birth.  He  was  born  May 
2,  1860. 

HERZL'S  historic  manifesto, 
"The  Jewish  State,"  is  conclud- 
ed with  the  following  prophetic 
words:  "...  I  believe  that  a  wondrous 
generation  of  Jews  will  spring  into  ex- 
istence. The  Maccabeans  will  rise 
again.  Let  me  repeat  once  more  my 
opening  words:  The  Jews  who  wish 
will  have  their  State.  We  shall  live  at 
last  as  free  men  on  our  own  soil  and 
die  peacefully  in  our  own  homes.  The 
world  will  be  freed  by  our  liberty, 
enriched  by  our  wealth,  magnified  by 
our  greatness.  And  whatever  we  at- 
tempt there  to  accomplish  for  our 
own  welfare  will  react  powerfully 
and  benficially  for  the  good  of  man- 
kind." 

This  was  written  more  than  sixty 
years  ago,  but  it  has  come  true  in  our 
days,  for  the  state  of  Israel  that  Herzl 
envisaged  has  contributed  substan- 
tially towards  the  welfare  of  Jews 
and  Gentiles  alike  (though  Herzl 
would  have  loathed  to  see  it  emerge, 
as  it  actually  did,  in  an  atmosphere 
of  Middle  Eastern  bloodshed  and 
hatred) .  However,  it  would  be  unfair 
to  Herzl  to  compare  his  two  major 
political  statements,  "The  Jewish 
State,"  and  "Old-Newland"  (a  politi- 
cal and  social  treatise  in  the  form  of 
a  novel)  with  the  reality  of  I960,  and 
point  up  the  numerous  cases  in  which 
Herzl,  speaking  about  one  or  another 
facet  of  the  Jewish  state,  was  unable 
to  foresee  all  the  miracles  that  were 
to  happen.  To  give  full  credit  to  the 
boldness  of  Herzl's  visionary  power 
one  must  bear  in  mind  that  sixty 
years  ago  Palestine  was  one  of  the 
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most  backward  parts  of  the  Turkish 
Empire,  sparsely  populated  by  Arabs, 
of  whom  a  large  percentage  were 
nomads,  and  that  the  thirty  agricul- 
tural settlements,  set  up  by  Jews,  were 
still  very  small.  The  first  flight  in  a 
power-driven  airplane  had  not  yet 
taken  place,  and  Einstein  had  not  yet 
issued  his  first  statement  on  the  theory 
of  relativity. 

Many  people  are  aware  that  "Jew- 
ish State"  and  "Old-Newland"  are 
available  in  libraries,  but  few  have 
bothered  to  read  them.  If  a  classic, 
in  general,  might  be  defined  as  a  text 
that  every  adult  claims  to  have  read, 
a  Zionist  classic  is  a  book  the  average 
Zionist  is  reminded  of  once  in  a  while 
by  a  speaker  addressing  his  club.  "The 
Jewish  State"  (or,  to  quote  its  com- 
plete title  in  the  German  original, 
Der  Judenstaat:  Versuch  einer  mod- 
ern Loesung  der  Judenfrage) ,  which 
appeared  in  Vienna  in  1896,  may,  in 
parts,  make  bewildering  reading  to 
an  American  in  our  day.  For  one 
thing,  Herzl  was  skeptical  about  the 
merits  of  democracy.  In  fact,  speak- 
ing of  the  Constitution  of  the  future 
Jewish  state,  he  declared  emphatically 
that  he  was  a  "staunch  supporter  of 


monarchical  institutions."  He  went 
on  to  say: 

"A  democracy  without  a  sovereign's 
useful  counterpoise  is  extreme  in  ap- 
preciation and  condemnation,  tends 
to  idle  discussion  in  parliaments,  and 
produces  that  objectionable  class  of 
men— professional  politicians." 

Remembering  certain  unpleasant 
scenes  he  had  witnessed  in  the  parlia- 
ment of  the  French  Republic  (for 
years  he  served  as  Paris  correspondent 
of  Vienna's  Neue  Freie  Presse),  he 
identified  the  abuses  of  democracy 
with  democracy  itself.  He  continued: 

"Politics  must  take  shape  in  the 
upper  strata  and  work  downwards  .  .  . 
I  incline  to  an  aristocratic  republic  . .  . 
Many  of  the  institutions  of  Venice 
pass  through  my  mind  .  .  .  Our  peo- 
ple, who  are  receiving  the  new  coun- 
try from  the  Society  (The  'Society  of 
Jews'  which,  according  to  Herzl's 
blueprint,  was  to  do  the  preparatory 
work  in  the  domains  of  science  and 
politics)  will  also  thankfully  accept 
the  new  constitution  it  offers  them. 
Should  any  opposition  manifest  itself, 
the  Society  will  suppress  it.  The  So- 
ciety cannot  permit  the  exercise  of  its 
functions  to  be  interpreted  by  short- 
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sighted  or  ill-disposed  individuals" 
(the  italics  are  mine.) 

Herzl  was  allergic  to  Socialism.  Yet 
the  State  of  Israel,  from  its  start  in 
1948,  has  been  headed  by  a  Socialist- 
Premier,  Ben-Gurion,  and  its  most 
powerful  party  has  been  the  Socialist 
Mapai.  Herzl  wanted  the  worker  to 
be  happy  in  the  Jewish  state,  and  at 
a  time  when  people  were  forced  to 
work  nine  or  ten  hours  a  day  he  in- 
sisted that  in  the  future  Jewish  State 
the  working-day  should  be  reduced  to 
one  of  seven  hours.  He  was  very  much 
in  favor  of  social  legislation  (social 
insurance,  sickness  insurance,  and  so 
forth) ,  but  in  a  Bismarckian  spirit, 
he  proposed  that  these  privileges  be 
granted  to  the  workers  rather  than  to 
be  achieved  by  the  united  workers 
themselves. 

"Old-Newland",  published  in  1902, 
shows  that  the  author  matured  in  the 
six  years  since  the  publication  of 
"The  Jewish  State".  In  the  latter, 
Herzl  had  expressed  his  belief  that 
all  shortcomings  of  capital  society 
could  be  eliminated  through  the 
progress  of  technology  with  its  re- 
markable labor-saving  devices.  In 
1902  he  was  still  fascinated  by  tech- 
nology, but  now  psychology  appeared 
to  him  the  key  to  happiness.  In  this 
book  there  is  greater  emphasis  upon 
democracy,  more  of  humanism  and 
universalism  than  in  the  earlier  work 
whicli  is,  alter  all,  a  Kampfschrift ,  a 
fighting  pamphlet  born  out  of  despair. 


The  novel's  plot  is  very  simple. 
Two  idealists,  a  misanthropic  Prus- 
sian aristocrat  named  Kingscourt,  and 
a  weary  Austrian  Jewish  lawyer  named 
Loewenberg,  leave  Europe  for  a  lonely 
island  in  the  Pacific.  On  their  way 
east  they  pay  a  short  visit  to  the 
Palestine  of  1902,  a  land  full  of  Le- 
vantine squalor  where  a  handful  of 
Jewish  pioneers  are  battling  against 
overwhelming  odds.  From  there,  the 
two  proceed  to  their  dream  island. 
After  two  decades  in  happy  isolation 
from  mankind,  the  two  friends  visit 
Palestine  again,  on  their  way  back  to 
Europe.  But  the  Palestine  of  the 
'twenties  is  no  longer  the  same  coun- 
try: it  is  a  progressive,  happy  Jewish 
land,  enjoying  all  the  blessings  of 
modern  technique  and  founded  on 
the  principles  of  justice  and  toler- 
ance. They  are  the  guests  of  the  pion- 
eer, David  Littwak,  who  is  their  guide 
through  the  new  state  and  society. 

Herzl  lets  Littwak  explain  that 
those  dreamers  were  wrong  who  "be- 
lieved that  the  most  important  factor 
in  creating  a  new  order  of  things  was 
machinery."  Old-Newland— the  coun- 
try visited  by  Kingscourt  and  Loew- 
enberg—was  not  an  ideal  place,  filled 
with  saints.  "We  made  the  New  So- 
ciety not  because  we  were  better  than 
others,"  Littwak  cautions  his  guests, 
"but  simply  because  we  were  ordinary 
men  with  the  ordinary  human  needs 
for  air  and  light,  health  and  honor, 
for  the  right  to  acquire  property  and 
security  of  possession." 

It  is  customary  to  praise  Herzl  be- 
cause of  his  forecasts  in  the  realm  of 
technical  progress  rather  than  for  his 
prognosis  of  a  new  form  of  society 
which,  though  slowly  and  with  hin- 
drance, would  develop  in  Palestine. 
True,  he  predicted  that  Haifa  would 
be  chosen  the  chief  port  of  Palestine; 
he  visualized  the  establishment  of  a 
perfect  communications  system  in  a 
country  that,  in  1902,  had  no  rail- 
roads worth  mentioning.  He  stressed 
the  importance  that  the  citrus  and 
chemical  industries  would  have  for 
future  generations,  he  foresaw  the  ex- 
ploitation of  the  mineral  salts  of  the 
Dead  Sea,  Rutenberg's  Palestine  Elec- 
tric Company,  and  Hadassah's  heroic 
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fight  against  trachoma,  the  scourge  of 
the  Middle  East. 

But  Herzl  was  more  than  a  Jules 
Verne,  and  the  purpose  of  his  novel 
was  to  show  the  world  "how  much 
justice,  goodness  and  beauty  can  be 
created  on  earth  if  only  there  is  a 
decent  will  to  do  it."  Or,  as  the  non- 
Jew,  Kingscourt,  predicts: 

"With  the  ideas,  knowledge  and 
methods  that  today,  December  the 
31st,  1902,  are  at  the  disposal  of  man- 
kind, it  could  remedy  its  situation 
itself.  One  doesn't  need  a  philoso- 
pher's stone  or  a  dirigible  airship.  All 
that  is  necessary  to  make  a  better 
world  is  already  at  hand.  And  do  you 
realize,  my  friend"  (he  is  addressing 
himself  to  his  companion,  Loewen- 
berg) "who  could  show  the  way? 
You!  The  Jews!  Precisely  because 
everything  is  going  badly  with  you. 
You  have  nothing  to  lose.  You  could 
create  an  experimental  society  for 
mankind— over  there  in  Palestine,  on 
the  old  soil,  you  could  create  a  new 
community— A  Itneuland." 

In  1923,  when  Kingscourt  and  his 
Jewish  traveling  companion  re-visit 
Palestine,  they  can  hardly  believe 
their  senses^they  are  confronted  with 
a  new  kind  of  society.  Significantly 
enough,  Herzl  avoids  calling  it  a 
"state,"  so  that  it  may  not  be  con- 
founded with  the  existing  institutions 
of  mankind.  It  is  called  The  New 
Society,  and  has  little  in  common  with 
the  historical  states  which  exercised 
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coercive  powers  over  every  inhabitant, 
collected  tributes,  waged  wars  and 
extended  the  areas  from  which  tribute- 
could  be  collected.  In  fact,  the  New 
Society  is  different  from  any  institu- 
tion which  was  ever  formed  to  unite 
men.  It  is  an  entirely  new  form  of 
organization,  adapted  to  the  modern 
conditions  of  technology  and  culture. 
It  is  a  community  founded  upon  the 
free  will  of  all  who  wish  to  cooperate, 
the  middle  road  between  individual- 
ism and  colectivism,  which  makes 
possible  a  just,  economic  order  with- 
out any  more  restrictions  on  the  lib- 
erty of  the  individual  than  is  abso- 
lutely necessary.  Private  property  and 
money  are  not  abolished,  but  these 
institutions  are  cleansed  of  any  ob- 
noxious elements  they  may  have. 

While  there  is  no  military  service 
(the  youth  is  trained  by  means  of 
games  and  sports  instead) ,  every  mem- 
ber of  the  New  Society  devotes  two 
years  of  his  life  to  public  service, 
generally  from  the  age  of  eighteen  to 
twenty: 

"The  men  in  the  employ  of  the 
New  Society  worked  only  seven  hours 
a  day,  but  they  concentrated  all  their 
strength  into  those  seven  hours.  They 
laid  roads,  dug  canals,  built  houses, 
cleared  stones  from  the  fields  that  were 
to  be  plowed  with  electric  plows, 
planted  trees.  Each  man  knew  that  he 
was  working  for  all  his  comrades,  and 
that  all  were  working  for  him.  They 
went  out  singing  to  their  work  in  the 
morning,  and  returned  singing  at 
night.  Our  work  was  like  a  sudden 
burst  of  spring,  when  bare  trees  turn 
green  over  night.  And  every  day  in- 
creased our  momentum." 

The  same  rights  are  afforded  to 
women  as  to  men.  Everyone  has  the 
right  as  well  as  the  duty  to  work.  All 
members  of  the  New  Society  are  in- 
sured against  accident,  sickness,  old 
age,  and  death.  Education  in  the 
schools  up  to  Zion  University  is  free. 
Punishment  of  criminals  is  replaced 
by  re-education.  All  land  is  public 
property  and  leased  only  for  periods 
of  fifty  years. 

Tolerance  is  the  society's  basic  prin- 
ciple. There  are  no  race  laws.  No  hos- 
tility exists  between  Jews  and  Arabs. 
Foreigners  are  respected  and  enjoy 


the  same  protection  as  citizens.  Every 
creed  is  granted  the  same  freedom  of 
worship.  Typical  of  this  spirit  is  the 
celebration  of  the  Passover  festival 
held  at  the  home  of  David  Littwak's 
parents;  among  the  guests  gathered 
around  the  table  are  a  Catholic  priest, 
a  Greek  Orthodox  clergyman,  a  Prot- 
estant minister  and  a  Turkish  Pasha, 
all  of  whom  partake  with  the  Jews  of 
the  matzoh,  the  maror  and  the  maro- 
seth.  The  following  is  the  creed  of 
the  men  of  Neudorf  (literally,  New 
Village),  the  model  Palestinian  village 
of  Herzl's  dreams: 

"It  would  be  immoral  if  we  rejected 
a  single  creature,  whatever  his  origin, 
whatever  his  race  or  faith,  who  wished 
to  participate  in  our  conquest  .  .  . 
Our  pass-word  must  be:  Man,  you  are 
my  brother!" 

I  must  leave  it  to  the  readers  to 
make  their  own  comparisons  between 


women  from  sixty  different  countries, 
people  with  different  religious,  cul- 
tural and  linguistic  backgrounds. 

During  Herzl's  life-time,  there  were 
many  people,  including  Zionists,  who 
considered  his  political  goals  exag- 
gerated. A  Jewish  state?  Fine.  But 
why,  they  argued,  should  it  be  better 
than  other,  already  existing,  states? 
In  the  same  way,  quite  a  few  18th 
century  Americans  felt  that  the  lead- 
ers of  the  anti-British  revolt  had 
crazy  ideals.  These  were  the  advocates 
of  "normalcy"  and  "business  as  usual" 
who,  during  the  Revolution  and  War 
sneered  at  the  principles  of  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence,  calling  "im- 
practical" and  "idealistic"  the  claim 
that  all  men  are  created  equal  and 
that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Crea- 
tor with  certain  inalienable  rights. 
There  were  skeptics  and  cynics  and 
pussy-footers  in  1776,  when  the  United 
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the  ideal  Old-Newland,  and  the  Israel 
of  1960.  There  is  no  doubt  that  tech- 
nologically Herzl's  vision  lags  far,  far 
behind  what  is  being  achieved  in  the 
Israel  of  1960;  in  agriculture  and  sci- 
ence, Israel  is  already  the  most  ad- 
vanced country  in  all  of  Western  Asia. 
In  other  respects,  it  is  making  im- 
mense progress  towards  the  good, 
though,  of  course,  it  is  not  a  simple 
task  to  unite  under  one  flag  men  and 


States  came  into  being,  and  also  in 
1948,  when  the  State  of  Israel  was 
founded.  Our  own  narrow-minded 
"practical"  men  ought  to  recall  what 
the  late  President  Roosevelt,  in  a 
Washington's  birthday  address,  had  to 
say  about  such  people: 

"The  skeptics,  the  cynics  of  Wash- 
ington's day,  did  not  believe  that 
ordinary  men  and  women  have  the 
capacity  for  freedom  and  self-govern- 
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mem.  They  said  that  liberty  and 
equality  were  idle  dreams  that  could 
not  come  true— just  as  today  (194:>) 
there  are  many  who  sneer  at  the  de- 
termination to  attain  freedom  from 
want  and  freedom  from  fear  on  the 
ground  that  these  are  ideals  which 
can  never  be  realized.  They  say  that 
it  is  ordained  that  we  must  always 
have  poverty  and  that  we  must  always 
have  war  .  .  .  You  know,  they  are  like 
the  people  who  carp  at  the  Ten  Com- 
mandments because  some  people  are 
in  the  habit  of  breaking  one  or  more 
ol  thern  .  .  ." 

Even  now  there  are  people  amidst 
ourselves  who  do  not  believe  it  to  be 
necessary  (or  possible)  to  make  Israel 
a  model  state.  Among  those  who  try 
to  obliterate  the  divine  message  given 
to  us  through  Moses,  "Ye  shall  be 
unto  me  a  kingdom  of  priests  and  a 
holy  nation,"  can  be  found  even  phil- 
osophers and  historians.  One  of  the 
latter,  the  eminent  Anglo-Jewish  his- 
torian, Louis  B.  Namier,  declared: 

"Normality  must  be  our  aim:  to  be 
no  longer  either  'prodigies'  or  outcasts 
or  both.  There  must  be  a  country 
(Israel)  where  Jews  can  live,  work, 
and  amuse  themselves  as  they  please, 
be  good,  bad,  great,  or  ridiculous  .  .  . 
If,  having  concluded  the  Great  Jour- 
ney, we  shall  become  altogether  hum- 
drum and  mediocre,  that,  too,  will 
be  our  own  affair,  but  our  children 
will  have  a  better  life— and  this  suf- 
fices." 

But  does  it?  This  "better  life"  is 
hardly  conceivable  in  a  world  society 
which  did  not  seem  satisfactory  at  all 
to  Theodor  Herzl,  a  society  which 
has  certainly  not  improved  consider- 
ably in  the  fifty-six  years  since  Herzl's 
death.  Herzl  did  not  wish  merely  to 
add  another  state  to  the  scores  of  al- 
ready existing  ones,  he  strove  for  the 
regeneration  of  the  Jewish  people 
and,  through  it,  the  regeneration  of 
mankind.  Until  the  very  last  days  of 
his  short  life,  he  wanted  his  fellow- 
Jews  to  see  to  it  that  once  again  the 
Law  should  go  forth  out  cr  Zion,  and 
the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerusalem! 
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THE  writer  of  this  article  seldom 
attends  meetings,  conferences  or 
celebrations.  If  he  goes  to  a  meet- 
ing it  usually  is  one  devoted  to  Yid 
dish,  its  literature  and  its  culture. 

Recently,  however,  I  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  be  a  guest  at  a  festive  dinner 
held  at  the  Brooklyn  Jewish  Center 
on  behalf  of  the  Jewish  Theological 
Seminary.  This  dinner  was  given  in 
honor  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Kreitman, 
Rabbi  of  the  Center,  who  is  also  a 
relative  of  mine  and  a  close  friend. 

A  dinner  of  this  sort  is  probably 
far  from  a  novelty  to  many  of  my 
colleagues.  To  me,  however,  it  was  a 
new  experience  because  there  I  had 
the  opportunity  to  meet  a  circle  of 
people  hitherto  unknown  to  me. 

The  Brooklyn  Jewish  Center  is  a 
Conservative  synagogue,  a  movement 
in  American  Judaism  more  liberal  in 
its  outlook  than  the  Orthodox 
and  more  observant  and  traditional 
than  Reform.  In  aim,  the  underlying 
philosophy  of  this  movement  is  that 
tradition  is  important;  but  even  more 
important  is  the  spirit  upon  which  the 
tradition  is  founded.  I  was  at  first 
startled  to  see  that  in  the  ranks  of 
this  Conservative  movement  there 
exists  a  difference  as  to  religious  cus- 
tom and  behavior.  One  rabbi  sat  with- 
out a  skullcap,  another  with  one.  The 
same  was  true  of  the  guests.  It  seems 
to  me  that  here  the  externals  are  not 
exaggerated  in  their  importance.  I 
listened  to  the  speeches,  I  talked  with 
some  of  the  guests  and,  although  I 
was  reared  in  a  strict  Orthodox  en- 
vironment, I  felt  that  I  was  among 
my  brethren,  be  they  with  skullcap 
or  without.  For  them  Judaism  is  some- 
thing vital  and  dynamic. 

My  friend  and  relative,  Dr.  Kreit- 
man, is  a  rabbi's  son.  He  knows  Yid- 
dish thoroughly  and  is  a  scholar,  a 
latnden,  in  the  old  and  best  sense  of 
this  term.  He  was  born  in  Warsaw  at 
Nalevki  Street,  number  38.  I  knew 
well  his  grandfather,  Reb  Gedalia 
Kreitman.  He  was  our  mehuten.  I 
recall  how,  together  with  my  father, 
he  would  discuss  the  problems  of  the 
world  and  how  they  both  sighed  and 
worried  over  the  tragic  lot  that  had 
befallen  the  Jewish  people.  Their  dis- 
cussion would  revolve  about  the  same 
dark  theme:  the  spiritual  degradation 
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of  the  Jews  and  the  rise  of  a  genera- 
tion of  non-believers.  Both  felt,  that 
as  things  were  going,  the  Jews  would 
soon  assimilate  and  disappear  alto- 
gether. Of  course,  my  father  had  us, 
his  children,  in  mind.  Reb  Gedalia's 
sons,  however,  were  then  already  on 
the  other  side  of  the  ocean. 

So  destiny  willed  it  that  Reb  Ge- 
dalia's grandson  should  become  a 
rabbi  and  a  scholar.  At  this  synagogue, 
the  Brooklyn  Jewish  Center,  he  or- 
ganized a  Mishnah  class  and,  believe 
it  or  not,  almost  all  the  students  are 
American-born.  They  started  with  the 
tractate  of  Yebamot  about  four  years 
ago  and  have  since  covered  much 
ground.  Just  imagine  men  and  wom- 
en among  whom  you  find  physicians, 
lawyers,  judges,  scientists,  business- 
men, who  grasp  fully  the  meaning  of 
the  Mishnah.  They  ask  such  pertinent 
and  profound  questions  as  would  con- 
found even  a  Talmudic  expert.  What 
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is  more,  they  are  able  to  make  com- 
parisons between  systems  of  jurispru- 
dence of  other  nations  and  those  of 
the  Mishnah.  To  me  it  is  most  signifi- 
cant that  some  of  the  students  are 
children  and  even  grandchildren  of 
American-born  Jews. 

At  this  Seminary  dinner,  I  listened 
to  the  speeches  with  the  greatest  of 
interest  and  I  was  deeply  moved  by 
the  warmth  and  sincerity  of  the  speak- 
ers. The  response  from  the  assembled 
was  enthusiastic.  Substantial  sums 
were  pledged  to  the  Seminary  —  the 
spiritual  stronghold  of  the  Conserva- 
tive movement  in  Judaism.  At  my  own 
table  one  of  the  guests  was  moved  to 
give  a  considerable  sum  of  money. 

Mr.  Edward  Isaacs,  a  well  known 
communal  leader  and  philanthropist, 
acted  as  the  toastmaster.  Dr.  Spatt, 
the  president  of  the  Center,  a  former 


The  Mishnah  class  for  Center  members  conducted  by 
Rabbi  Benjamin  Kreitman  (facing  the  class). 
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dentist  who  became  a  successful  real 
estate  operator,  greeted  the  guests  on 
behalf  of  the  Center.  Dr.  Spatt  is  an 
observant  Jew  and  supports  generous- 
lv  Yeshivahs  and  other  institutions  of 
Jewish  learning. 

One  of  the  most  impressive  ad- 
dresses of  the  evening  was  delivered 
by  Rabbi  Israel  H.  Levinthal.  He 
recalled  the  days  when  the  famed  Dr. 
Solomon  Schechter,  the  founder  of  the 
Jewish  Theological  Seminary,  sought 
to  persuade  the  scholar,  Dr.  Samuel 
Posnansky,  of  Warsaw,  Poland,  to 
come  to  these  shores.  Dr.  Levinthal 
read  a  letter  which  Dr.  Schechter 
wrote  at  the  time  to  Dr.  Posnansky. 
Dr.  Schechter  himself  was  then,  so  to 
speak,  a  "greenhorn,"  but  he  was  al- 
ready able  to  grasp  the  meaning  of 
the  American  Jew.  He  foresaw  that 
America  was  destined  to  become,  out- 
side of  Israel,  the  most  important 
center  of  world  Jewry,  and  he  there- 
fore pleaded  with  Dr.  Posnansky  to 
come  and  help  erase  the  ignorance 
prevailing  among  American  Jews. 

Dr.  Levinthal  has  been  spiritual 
leader  of  the  Brooklyn  Jewish  Center 
for  the  past  forty  years  and  he  spoke 
with  dignity  and  sincerity. 

The  principal  speaker  was  Ira 
Hirschman,  active  in  radio  and  tele- 
vision, who  was  sent  on  a  special  mis- 
sion to  Europe  during  the  Second 
World  War  as  a  personal  representa- 
tive of  President  Roosevelt.  He  de- 
scribed a  meeting  with  the  bestial 
Adolph  Hitler.  This  encounter  con- 
vinced him,  as  well  as  many  other 
Jews,  that  he  could  no  longer,  be  aloof 
from  Judaism  and  the  Jewish  people. 
The  meeting  face-to-face  with  the 
worst  Haman  of  all  generations 
brought  home  to  Hirschman  and 
many  of  his  contemporaries  a  vital 
lesson.  It  was  that  a  Jew  cannot  re- 
main indifferent  to  his  Jewish  destiny. 
Both  in  national  life  and  in  private 
life  it  is  often  the  enemy  who  rea- 
wakens the  conscience  of  a  people. 
In  a  certain  sense,  the  Jews  are  in- 
debted to  the  Pharoahs,  the  Hamans, 
the  Chmelnitzkys  and  the  Hitlers  for 
their  vitality. 

It  was  gratifying  to  hear  how  these 
Jews  that  I  met,  whom  my  father  and 
grandfather  would  have  classified  as 
goyim,  could  grasp  the  meaning  of 


the  Jewish  predicament;  how  these 
Jews,  in  their  own  way,  cleave  pas- 
sionately to  things  Jewish.  I  must 
repeat  that  the  majority  were  highly 
cultured  people  and  possessed  critical 
minds.  Each  must  have  reached  the 
conclusion  that  Jewishness  is  some- 
thing that  is  of  overwhelming  import 
ance.  I  am  certain  that  they  un- 
derstand all  the  arguments  for  and 
against  remaining  a  Jew.  In  almost 
all  the  eyes  I  saw  the  gleam  of  Jewish 
sagacity,  the  sparkle  of  "Hachmah." 

The  large  majority  of  the  people 
present  have  attained  prominence  in 
the  business  and  professional  world. 
And  if  they  devote  their  time  to  the 
study  of  the  Mishnah  and  give  money 
to  Jewish  institutions  of  learning- 
then  this  is  far  from  a  caprice.  In  a 
certain  sense  I  consider  these  Jews  the 
wisest  and  the  most  enlightened. 

Among  those  who  made  the  appeal 
for  the  support  of  the  Seminary  were 
Judge  Maurice  Bernhardt;  the  for- 
mer Housing  Commissioner,  Abraham 
Lindenbaum,  and  Rabbi  Joel  Geffen, 
representing  the  Seminary. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Kreitman  spoke  in 
English,  but  it  was  thoroughly  Jewish 
in  spirit.  I  said  to  myself,  perhaps  the 
soul  of  Reb  Gedalia  is  in  the  person 
of  Rabbi  Kreitman.  If  so,  then  this 
soul  sees  that  particularly  in  the  case 
of  Jews,  one  cannot  forecast  the  fu- 
ture. The  Jews  are  a  strange  people- 
one  may  think  at  one  point  that  it  is 
doomed  to  perish,  then  suddenly  it 
regains  its  old  strength  and  rises  again 
to  new  life.  My  predictions  may  sound 
odd  to  some,  but  I  foresee  that  some- 
day out  of  America,  like  out  of  Zion, 
there  will  go  forth  the  Torah.  There 
will  yet  arise  from  the  sons  and 
daughters  and  grandchildren  of  this 
generation  great  scholars  and  inspired 
teachers  of  the  Torah.  There  may  yet 
arise  here  in  this  land  a  second  Shaa- 
gat  Aryeh,  a  Rabbi  Akibah  Eiger,  a 
Pri  Meggadim.  The  foundation  is  be- 
ing laid  now  both  by  the  Orthodox 
and  Conservative  Jews.  What  a  pity, 
I  thought  to  myself,  that  Yiddish  lit- 
erature cannot  reach  and  touch  the 
hearts  of  these  Jews.  As  to  the  Yiddish 
language,  I  am  certain  that  they  are 
not  snobbish  about  it.  I  saw  it  when 
I  was  introduced  to  the  audience  as 
a  writer  for  the  Forward.  I  was  greeted 
in  a  friendly  and  enthusiastic  fashion. 


The  fault,  it  seems  to  me,  for  the 
failure  of  Yiddish  literature  to  find 
supporters  among  these  Jews  (alas  the 
number  is  constantly  increasing)  lies 
with  us  Yiddish  writers.  The  English 
speaking  Jew  whose  Jewishness  has 
now  been  reawakened  has  a  college 
education,  he  is  a  thinking  person, 
and  he  has  a  broad  knowledge.  We 
cannot  come  to  him  with  literary  pro- 
ductions of  a  "primitive"  character,  a 
scribbling  that  shows  total  or  even 
part  ignorance.  We  cannot  impress 
him  with  amateurish  helplessness.  For 
Yiddish  literature  to  capture  the  in- 
terest of  the  intelligent  and  refined 
present-day  Jew,  it  must  itself  become 
enlightened  and  refined;  it  must  be 
rooted  deep  in  Jewish  life.  If  Yiddish 
literature  is  to  get  the  support  of 
Jews  of  the  type  I  met  at  the  Brooklyn 
Jewish  Center,  we  must  have  a  litera- 
ture which  would  win  the  admiration 
of  the  thinking  Jew  so  that  he  would 
always  look  up  to  it.  The  primitivism 
and  coarseness  which  prevails  in  Yid- 
dish literature  has  cut  us  off  from  the 
modern  American  Jew. 

There  is  emerging  in  this  country 
a  Jew  who  is  well  informed  and  well 
educated  and  who  has  a  rich  back- 
ground of  experience.  Familiar  with 
world  affairs,  he  very  often  possesses 
a  fair  knowledge  of  Judaism  and  its 
modern-day  implications.  One  cannot 
bring  to  such  a  Jew  a  literature  filled 
with  sketches,  poems  and  novels  which 
are  superficial  and  childish  and  con- 
vince him  that  this  is  Jewishness,  true 
Yiddish  literature.  Only  a  literature 
of  the  highest  worth  will  interest  the 
modern  Jew.  As  long  as  the  Yiddish 
press  and  Yiddish  literature  will  not 
raise  the  standards  to  the  level  of  the 
new  generation,  we  will  be  ignored, 
or  treated  as  unwanted  relatives.  For- 
tunately, there  are  a  few  who  under- 
stand what  is  happening  and  they, 
with  all  their  strength,  are  directing 
our  attenion  to  this  condition. 

If  Yiddish  literature  is  not  to  sink 
still  lower,  it  must  seek  to  go  upwards, 
it  must  become  a  great  literature,  —  a 
literature  befitting  the  greatness  of  the 
Jewish  people. 

This  article  was  first  published  in 
Yiddish  in  the  Jewish  Daily  Forward 
under  Mr.  Singer's  pen  name,  "Isaac 
Warshavsky,"  and  translated  for  the 
Review  by  Mr.  Leo  Shpall. 
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An  Old  Controversy 
Reviewed  and  Clarified 

LAFCADIO  HEARN  AND  THE  JEWS 


In  the  record  of  Lajcadio  Hearn, 
one  of  the  finest  writers  this  country 
has  produced,  is  the  charge  that  he 
ivas  anti-Semitic.  A  well-known  biog- 
rapher and  contributor  to  the  Review, 
Albert  Mordell,  revives  this  issue  and 
provides  a  determining  answer  to  the 
accusation. 

BECAUSE  of  some  comments  in 
personal  letters  never  meant  lor 
publication,  expressing  a  dislike  for 
associations  with  Jews  at  a  summer 
resort,  Lafadio  Hearn  has  been  put 
down  by  some  writers  as  anti-Semitic. 

In  the  summer  of  1886,  he  took  a 
vacation  from  his  work  on  the  New 
Orleans  Times-Democrat,  to  go  to 
Grand  Isle  lying  in  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico, near  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi. 
The  sojourn  bore  some  fruitful  re- 
sults, for  here  he  laid  the  scene  of  his 
novel  "Chita:  A  Story  of  Last  Island," 
published  a  year  later.  Here  there 
were  a  number  of  well-to-do  Jewish 
people  from  New  Orleans  and  staying 
at  the  same  hotel  where  Hearn  was. 
He  was  placed  by  waiters  at  the  same 
table  with  some  of  them,  and  he  later 
tipped  the  waiter  to  seat  him  with 
non-Jews. 

Hearn  was  a  shy  person,  and  at 
that  time  in  a  nervous  and  irritable 
state.  He  was  not  interested  in  business 
men.  He  wrote  some  letters  to  friends 
in  New  Orleans  complaining  that  he 
had  few  Gentile  neighbors.  The  lan- 
guage he  used  was  rather  strong,  em- 
phasizing his  dislike  for  the  continual 
personal  contact  he  was  subjected  to. 

One  letter  was  written  to  a  woman 
on  the  staff  of  his  paper,  Ada  Sturges, 
who  used  the  pen  name  of  Mrs.  A.  C. 
Durno.  In  it  he  stated  he  was  in 
Jerusalem,  and  longing  for  occidental 
associations.  Humorously,  he  con- 
cluded by  saying  that  his  prominent 
nose  was  now  becoming  more  so— it 
was  lengthening,  orientalizing.  In 
August  1886,  he  wrote  to  his  editor, 
Page  Baker,  that  the  Jews  had  de- 
parted, particularly  one  fiendish  indi- 
vidual, Solomon  Baer,  who  had  made 
the  tactless  remark  that  "a  handful  of 
powder  would  blow  to  hell  all  the 
Christians  here."  But  the  letter  con- 
tains the  following  passage: 


"To-day  I  received  the  envelope 
containing  the  Sun  criticism  of  Drum 
mont's  book.  May  the  shadow  of 
Drummont  spread  across  the  world! 
He  is  a  blessed  good  man." 

This  article  appeared  anonymously 
in  the  New  York  Sun,  August  15, 
1886,  headed,  "Jews  in  French  So- 
ciety." The  book  reviewed  was  "La 
France  Juive,"  by  the  notorious  Ed- 
ward Adolphe  Drummont. 

The  letters  cited  were  first  pub- 
lished by  Edward  Larocque  Tinker  in 
his  "Lafcadio  Hearn's  American 
Plays"  in  1924.  Tinker  was  surprised 
when  he  learned  of  what  he  took  to 
be  anti-Semitism  on  the  part  of  Hearn, 
since  he  knew  of  no  incident  that 
could  show  any  basis  for  it.  However 
he  was  mistaken  in  saying  that  Hearn's 
antipathy  grew  rather  than  dimin- 
ished. 

Hearn  soon  changed  his  mind  about 
Drummont's  book.  In  October  1886 
he  received  the  two  thick  French  vol- 
umes. First  he  learned  that  the  Sun 
article  as  well  as  other  reviews  did 
not  present  the  real  character  of  the 
book,  so  he  wrote  an  article  about  it 
for  the  Times-Democrat  published 
October  10,  1886  (discovered  by  the 
present  writer  and  turned  over  to  a 
professor  in  Japan,  where  it  appeared 
in  the  volume  "Literary  Essays," 
(1934)  edited  by  Ichiro  Nishizaki)  . 
Hearn  said  that  Drummont  posing 
as  a  Catholic,  had  resurrected  all  the 
superstitions,  all  the  prejudices,  all 
the  calumnies,  all  the  absurdities,  all 
the  falsehoods  ever  believed  or  ut- 
tered concerning  the  Jews.  Hearn 
lists  the  absurd  charges  brought 
against  the  Jews  by  Drummont,  even 
that  of  producing  immorality  among 
French  women.  Hearn  concludes  that 
the  book  is  "the  most  hypocritical 
and  most  wicked  of  possible  appeals 
to  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  the 
most  ignorant." 

Did  Hearn  really  dislike  contact 


By  ALBERT  MORDELL 

with  Jews?  Did  he  urge  restricted 
immigration  for  them  in  the  early 
eighties  when  Russian  persecution 
drove  many  to  America?  This  is  what 
he  wrote  in  an  editorial  in  the  New 
Orleans  Item,  September  20,  1881:* 
"Louisiana  needs  all  the  Jewish  emi- 
grants she  can  obtain,  especially  those 
sturdy  Russian  Hebrews,  who  are  not 
afraid  to  do  any  work,  and  many  of 
whom  are  farmers  and  mechanics. 
Once  established  here  they  will  cer- 
tainly create  capital  rapidly  and  aid 
the  quick  growth  of  our  new  pros- 
perity." 

I  hardly  need  point  out  how  pro- 
phetic Hearn  proved  to  be. 

In  this  article  he  lists  a  number  of 
prominent  New  Orleans  Jews,  Rabbi 
James  K.  Gutheim  among  them,  who 
formed  a  committee  to  collect  funds 
for  bringing  in  Jews. 

Hearn  began  writing  about  the 
persecutions  of  the  Jews  in  Russia 
when  these  started  in  1880  and  he 
blamed  the  Russian  government  for 
using  the  Jews  as  scapegoats  for  the 
crimes  of  others,  and  in  an  editorial 
he  concludes,  "The  long  smouldering 
hatred  of  their  race,  may  easily  be 
fanned  into  life  again  from  the  ashes 
of  feudalism  by  violent  appeals  to  the 
passions  of  the  ignorant  and  brutal." 

It  is  appropriate  to  give  a  resume 
of  the  writings  by  Hearn  about  the 
Jews,  his  studies  of  their  literature 
and  folk-lore  and  his  opinions  of 
them.  His  writings  concerning  Jews 
embraced  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury, from  the  time  he  was  a  cub- 
reporter  on  the  Cincinnati  Enquirer 
in  the  early  seventies  to  an  article  he 

*All  the  articles  from  newspapers 
and  periodicals  fierein  quoted  were 
first  discovered  by  the  present  writer 
and  reprinted  by  him  or  through  him. 
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wrote  for  the  Atlantic  Monthly  in  the 
late  nineties. 

He  published  two  articles  in  the 
Cincinnati  Enquirer  and  one  in  the 
Cincinnati  Commercial  Appeal. 

The  sympathetic  article  in  the  En- 
quirer, in  1873  called  "The  Hebrews 
of  Cincinnati"  was  really  a  noble  per 
formance  for  a  youth  of  23.  He  refers 
exclusively  to  the  virtues  of  the  Jews 
in  ;i  manner  that  sounds  as  if  it  came 
from  Judophiles,  concluding  even 
with  a  defense  of  the  Jewish  method 
of  slaughter  through  a  Schochet.  He 
repeats  the  famous  words  of  Rabbi 
Hillel  instructing  a  Gentile  in  the 
tenets  of  Judaism,  "Do  not  do  to 
others  what  you  would  not  have 
others  do  to  you." 

In  another  article  in  the  same  paper 
the  following  year,  entitled  "Cincin- 
nati Saints,"  in  which  he  deals  with 
the  clergymen  of  the  city,  he  has  a 
biographical  sketch  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Max  Lilienthal,  whom  he  calls  the 
most  venerable  Rabbi  of  the  city  next 
to  Dr.  Wise.  When  Hearn  interviewed 
Lilienthal  he  found  him  jovial,  frank, 
courteous.  Lilienthal  was  then  near- 
ing  sixty.  Hearn  refers  to  a  matter 
that  Herman  Rosenthal  in  his  article 
in  the  "Jewish  Encyclopedia"  fails  to 
mention,  that  he  discovered  3,000 
Hebrew  manuscripts  in  the  Royal 
Library  at  Munich. 

The  best  article  that  Hearn  wrote 
about  Jews  appeared  in  the  Cincin- 
nati Commercial  the  following  year— 
"The  Hebrew  College." 

The  Hebrew  Union  College  was 
opened  October  3,  1875,  and  Hearn's 
article  was  published  two  weeks  be- 
fore. He  does  not  deal  with  the  Col- 
lege at  all  but  makes  the  occasion  one 
for  delivering  a  most  flattering  eulogy 
throughout  on  the  Jews,  first  regard- 
ing their  financial  ability,  attributing 
their  success  to  the  persecutions  to 
which  they  were  subjected.  He  then 
deplored  the  fact  that  their  literature 
was  unknown  to  Gentiles  and  he  gave 
a  summary  of  it  from  post-Biblical 
days  down  to  the  Renaissance.  All 
the  prominent  names  of  Hebrew 
writers  are  listed;  there  are  discourses 
on  the  Mishnah,  the  Talmud,  the 
Midrash,  and  the  Zohar,  and  the 
commentators.   Except   for  some  er- 


roneous transliterations  ol  proper 
names— some  of  which  may  have  been 
typographical  errors— he  is  generally 
correct  in  all  his  statements.  It  is  a 
mystery  where  he  got  this  information 
which  he  stated  so  authentically.  Even 
obscure  works  are  referred  to.  And  he 
has  great  admiration  for  the  entire 
literature.  He  holds  that  it  is  valuable 
intrinsically  for  "elucidating  prob- 
lems of  history  yet  unsatisfactorily- 
explained;  valuable  as  reflecting  the 
life  of  a  most  ancient  people  in  the 


dawn  of  their  existence;  valuable  a 
affording  the  most  important  sugges 
tions  to  the  philologist;  valuable  a 
pointing  to  the  origin  of  customs  anc 
beliefs  handed  down  by  traditioi 
through  many  thousands  of  genera 
tions,  from  the  era  that  witnessed  th< 
Exodus  of  Israel  to  the  days  of  Ben 
jamin  Disraeli." 

As  stated  previously  Hearn  begai 
writing  about  the  Jews  again  in  1880 
when  they  were  persecuted.  He  als< 
contributed  to  the  Item  in  1880  ; 
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translation  of  a  story  by  Kompert,  the 
Jewish  novelist,  "A  Story  of  the 
Ghetto,"  and  to  the  New-Orleans 
Democrat  to  a  translation  of  Arm- 
and's  "The  Jewish  Question  in  Ger- 
many." 

Following  the  death  of  Lassalle  in 
1881,  Hearn  wrote  for  the  New  Or- 
leans Times-Democrat  (which  had 
succeeded  the  Democrat)  an  editorial 
headed  "A  Jew"  which  was  highly 
eulogistic  of  the  deceased  (reprinted 
by  the  present  writer  in  "Occidental 
Gleanings").  Here  he  says,  "Thus  was 
a  Jew  worshipped  by  Freethinkers 
almost  as  another  Jew  was  worshipped 
by  Christians  .  .  .  Neither  Christians 
nor  Freethinkers  there  [in  Germany] 
seem  at  present  inclined  to  remember 
that  Lassalle  and  Heine  were  Israel- 
ites. The  aristocratic  preachers  are 
said  to  lead  the  rising  against  the 
Jews.  Are  they  fearful,  with  good  rea- 
son, lest  that  strange  race  might  pro- 
duce another  terrible  Heine  and 
another  Ferdinand  Lassalle  in  the 
people's  great  day  of  Judgment?" 

Hearn  was  fascinated  by  the  leg- 
ends in  the  Talmud.  In  an  article  "A 
Peep  Between  the  Leaves  of  the  Tal- 
mud" (1882,  reprinted  in  "Occidental 
Gleanings")  he  speaks  of  the  audacity 
of  imagination  of  the  Rabbis,  and 
feels  inclined  to  give  the  palm  of 
imaginative  genius  to  the  Rabbonim 
over  that  of  the  Hindus.  He  narrates 
a  few  tales  in  this  article  and  adapted 
a  few  others  which  he  collected  in 
his  first  original  book,  "Stray  Leaves 
from  Strange  Literature"  (1884)  I 
give  the  titles  published  under  his 
heading,  "Traditions  Retold  from  the 
Talmud";  "A  Legend  from  Rabba"; 
"The  Mockers";  "Esther's  Choice"; 
"The  Dispute  in  the  Halacha";  Rabbi 
Yochanan  ben  Zachai";  and  "A  Tra- 
dition of  Titus". 

In  a  letter  (1883)  to  H.  J.  Kreh- 
biel,  the  famed  music  critic,  he  states 
his  interest  in  the  Talmud  and  He- 
brew literature: 

"Hebrew  literature  has  been  my 
hobby  for  some  time  past:  I  have 
Hershon's  "Talmudic  Miscellany"; 
Stauben's  "Scenes  de  la  Vie  Juive" 
(full  of  delicious  traditions)  ;  Kom- 
pert's  "Studies  of  Jewish  Life"  .  .  . 
and  Schwab's  French  translation  of 


the  beginning  of  the  Jerusalem  Tal- 
mud (together  with  the  Babylonian 
Berachoth) ,  5  vols.  I  confess  the 
latter  is,  as  a  whole  unreadable;  but 
the  legends  in  it  are  without  paral- 
lel in  weirdness  and  singularity  .  .  . 
I  like  to  associate  Hebrew  cere- 
monies with  the  wonderful  Talmu- 
dic days  of  the  Babylonian  rab- 
bonism." 

He  even  preferred  the  Talmud  to 
the  Pentateuch. 

I  collected  two  other  articles  by 
Hearn  on  Jewish  subjects  in  "Occi- 
dental Gleanings"— "Note  on  a  He- 
brew Funeral,"  studied  with  Jewish 
terms  describing  the  orthodox  cere- 
monies, and  "The  Jew  Upon  the 
Stage,"  which  concludes  with  a  line 
worth  quoting:  "The  Jewish  type 
proper  disappeared  with  the  demoli- 
tion of  the  old  ghettos  .  .  .  the  Jews 
are  now  Frenchmen,  Germans,  Amer- 
icans, or  Englishmen,  like  their  fel- 
low-citizens—nothing more. 

All  the  articles  previously  cited  ex- 
cept the  one  against  Drummont  were 
written  before  his  letters  of  1886  com- 
plaining that  he  did  not  like  to  have 
so  many  Jews  around  him  at  a  sum- 
mer resort.  I  think  that  these  articles 
establish  that  Hearn  was  not  an  anti- 
Semite  and  does  not  deserve  to  be 


compared  with  Julius  Steicher,  as  one 
writer  has  done. 

Hearn  wrote  other  articles  on  Jews, 
two  on  Moses  Montefiore,  ol  whom 
he  was  an  admirer,  and  articles  with 
such  telling  titles  as  "Medievalism 
Resurrection,"  "No  Jewish  Type"  and 
"Jewish  Nobility  in  England." 

I  once  questioned  Captain  Mitchell 
McDonald,  Hearn's  closest  friend  and 
literary  executor  about  Hearn  and  the 
Jews.  He  said  he  never  heard  him 
speak  a  word  against  them.  I  recorded 
in  an  interview  with  McDonald  in 
the  Philadelphia  Press  December  30, 
1917:  "He  revered  and  spoke  highly 
of  the  Jews  not  only  because  they  are 
intelligent,  but  because  they  were  per- 
secuted." 

I  conclude  with  a  final  tribute  by 
Hearn  in  an  article  in  Atlantic 
Monthly  April  1896  "China  and  the 
Western  World"  which  I  reprinted  in 
Karma  "The  average  of  Jewish  ability 
surpasses  the  so-termed  Aryan  in  far 
greater  variety  of  directions  than  is 
commonly  known  .  .  .  Jewish  capacity 
was  rather  the  cause  than  the  conse- 
quence of  persecution. 

In  the  years  he  spent  in  Japan  from 
1890  to  the  date  of  his  death  in  1904 
he  was  absorbed  in  the  legends  of  the 
Japanese  instead  of  the  Jews. 


Italian 
Passover 
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Collection  of 
The  Jewish 
Museum  in 
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NEW  BOOKS 


Reviewed  by  DR.  ISRAEL  H.  LEVINTHAL 


"Great  Jewish  Personalities— In  An- 
cient and  Medieval  Times,"  edited  by 
Dr.  Simon  Noveck. 

The  B'nai  Brith  is  deserving  of 
high  praise  for  sponsoring  the  publi- 
cation of  this  fascinating  volume,  the 
first  of  a  series  of  Great  Books  on 
Jewish  themes.  The  book  is  a  popular, 
and  at  the  same  time,  scholarly  pre- 
sentation of  the  life  and  historic  sig- 
nificance of  some  of  the  greatest  figures 
in  Jewish  history.  Starting  with  Moses, 
it  includes  studies  of  David,  Jeremiah, 
Philo,  Akiba,  Saadia,  Judah  Halevi, 
Maimonides,  Rashi,  Abravanel,  Baal 
Shem  Tov  and  the  Vilna  Gaon.  Each 
of  these  chapters  is  written  by  a  lead- 
ing authority  on  the  subject.  While 
there  are  many  authors,  each  writing 
in  his  own  style,  the  book  presents  a 
unique  continuity  and  each  of  the 
chapters  reads  easily  and  holds  the 
interest  of  the  reader. 

The  editor  of  the  volume,  Dr. 
Simon  Noveck,  is  the  national  direc- 
tor of  the  Department  of  Adult  Jew- 
ish Education  of  Bnai  Brith,  and  he 
hns  shown  great  skill  in  the  selection 
of  the  personalities  to  be  included 
and  the  authors  of  each  of  the  themes. 
He  has  also  written  a  fine  introduc- 
tion to  the  volume  which,  in  itself, 
is  an  excellent  summary  of  the  unique- 
ness of  the  great  men  whose  lives  and 
achievements  are  portrayed  in  the 
book.  This  reviewer  heartily  recom- 
mends it  to  young  and  old,  and  he 
feels  that  it  should  be  found  in  every 
Jewish  home. 

"Seminary  Addresses  and  Other 
Papers,"  by  Solomon  Schechter. 

This  is  a  paper-back  edition  of  the 
original  volume  published  by  Profes- 
sor Solomon  Schechter  in  1915.  It 
made  a  tremendous  impact  upon  all 
thinking  Jews  then. 

Professor  Schechter,  who  came  to 
America  in  1902  to  head  and  to  re- 
organize the  Jewish  Theological  Sem- 
inary of  America,  was  not  only  one 
of  the  world's  greatest  Jewish  scholars, 
but  a  brilliant  writer,  possessing  a 


felicity  of  style  which  fascinated  the 
reader  or  the  listener  to  his  spoken 
word. 

The  volume  deals  with  many  themes 
—advice  which  he  gave  to  the  young 
rabbis  when  they  were  ordained  at 
the  annual  graduation  exercises;  the 
role  of  Jewish  scholarship;  the  Higher 
Biblical  Criticism,  which  he  termed 
Higher  Anti-Semitism;  a  remarkable 
study  of  Abraham  Lincoln  which  he 
delivered  on  the  Lincoln  Centennial 
in  which  he  evaluates  the  spiritual 
make-up  of  the  great  President;  his 
Statement  of  Zionism,  which,  thong'1 
written  in  1906  is  as  valid  a  thesis 
today  as  it  was  then;  and  warm  trib 
utes  to  great  Jewish  scholars  in  which 
he  describes  the  contributions  they 
made  to  Jewish  research. 

It  is  good  that  this  volume,  now 
out  of  print,  has  been  republished. 
It  will  give  an  opportunity  to  those 
who  were  not  privileged  to  know  Dr. 
Schechter  to  become  acquainted  with 
a  mind  rich  in  wisdom  and  with  a 
personality  that  inspired  all  who  came 
in  contact  with  him. 


A MILESTONE  in  Israel's  banking 
history  was  reached  recently  when 
Bank  Leumi  le-Israel  B.M.  (in  trans- 
lation: National  Bank  of  Israel) 
opened  its  100th  domestic  branch. 
This  was  announced  by  Gideon 
Strauss,  agent  of  Bank  Leumi's  recent- 
ly established  New  York  Agency.  The 
new  branch  will  serve  the  community 
of  Even  Yehuda,  an  agricultural  set- 
tlement is  the  heatr  of  Israel's  citrus 
belt,  15  miles  north  of  Tel  Aviv. 

"The  rapid  addition  of  branches  in 
Israel  and  the  fast  expansion  of  our 
overseas  operations  are  a  measure  of 
Israel's  dynamic  growth,"  Mr.  Strauss 
said.  "They  reflect  both  the  increase 
in  population  and  the  development 
of  the  economy,  which  constantly  re- 
quire added  banking  facilities  and 


The  older  men  in  the  rabbinate 
must  still  recall  those  masterly  ad- 
dresses which  he  delivered  at  the 
Seminary  commencements  in  which 
he  stressed  those  special  virtues  which 
he  felt  a  Rabbi  must  possess,  if  he  is 
to  have  any  influence  at  all  on  his 
congregation. 

"The  Rabbi  as  a  Personal  Exam- 
ple," "Humility  and  Self-Sacrifice  as 
the  Qualifications  of  the  Rabbi,"  and 
other  addresses  of  similar  nature  all 
emphasize  qualities  which  are  as  es- 
sential to  the  Rabbi  of  today  as  they 
were  half  a  century  ago. 

Professor  Louis  Finkelstein,  the 
present  Chancellor  of  the  Seminary, 
who  was  a  pupil  of  Professor  Schech- 
ter, has  written  a  beautiful  introduc- 
tion to  this  new  volume  in  which  he 
pays  warm  tribute  to  his  teacher  and 
in  which  he  evaluates  his  greatness 
and  uniqueness.  This  is  a  book  that 
will  delight  and  enrich  the  mind  of 
every  reader. 

Now  that  there  is  a  paper-back  edi- 
tion of  this  great  and  important  work 
($1.45);  everyone  should  own  a  copy. 


services.  During  the  past  twelve 
months  alone  we  have  added  22 
branches  in  Israel.  This  compares 
with  a  total  of  16  branches  in  exist- 
ence in  1948  when  Israel  became  a 
State." 

In  addition  to  its  domestic  branches 
and  the  New  York  Agency,  Bank 
Leumi  maintains  offices  in  Zurich  and 
Frankfurt,  and  has  a  subsidiary  — 
Anglo-Israel  Bank  Ltd.  With  consoli- 
dated assets  in  excess  of  $320,000,000 
it  is  Israel's  oldest  and  largest  com- 
mercial bank,  nationally  and  inter- 
nationally. It  holds  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  nation's  commercial  bank 
deposits  and  transacts  about  40%  of 
the  country's  foreign  banking  busi- 
ness. 
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IN  THE  large  room  of  his  house 
sat  Rabbi  Abraham  and  com- 
menced the  celebration  of  the 
Passover  Eve,  in  company  with  his 
relatives  and  pupils  and  other  guests. 
Everything  in  the  room  was  brighter 
than  usual.  The  table  was  covered 
with  a  silk-embroidered  cloth,  with 
golden  fringe  trailing  to  the  ground. 
The  little  plates  glittered  pleasantly 
with  their  symbolic  food,  as  did  also 
the  high  goblets  filled  up  with  wine, 
and  graven  entirely  with  sacred  sub- 
jects. The  men  sat  in  black  mantles, 
and  flat  black  hats  and  white  ruffs. 
The  women  wore  marvelous  shim- 
mering stuffs  of  Lombardy,  and  on 
their  heads  and  necks  ornaments  of 
gold  and  pearls;  and  the  silver  Sab- 
bath lamp  shed  its  festive  light  upon 
the  devoutly  happy  faces  of  young 
and  old. 

On  a  raised  seat,  leaning  against  a 
cushion  of  purple  velvet,  reclined 
Rabbi  Abraham  and  read  and  chant- 
ed the  Hagadah,  and  the  gay  choir 
joined  in  or  responded  at  the  appoint- 
ed places.  The  Rabbi,  too,  was  attired 
in  a  gala  dress  of  stately  black,  his 
noble,  yet  somewhat  severe  features 
looked  milder  than  usual,  the  lips 
smiled  out  of  his  brown  beard  as 
though  they  wished  to  tell  many 
charming  things,  and  his  eyes  seemed 
to  swim  with  beatific  memories  and 
anticipations. 

The  beauteous  Sara,  who  sat  on  an- 
other raised  chair  by  his  side,  wore, 
as  hostess,  no  jewelery;  only  white 
linen  enfolded  her  slender  form  and 
devout  features.  Her  face  was  touch- 
ingly  beautfiul,  as  indeed  the  beauty 
of  all  Jewesses  is  of  a  strangely  mov- 
ing sort.  The  consciousness  of  the 
deep  misery,  bitter  insult,  and  unhap- 
py state  in  which  their  relations  and 
friends  live,  spreads  over  their  grace- 
ful faces  a  certain  painful  earnestness 
and  watchful  affectionate  anxiety  that 
wondrously  bewitch  our  hearts. 

So  sat  to-day  the  beauteous  Sara, 
for  ever  gazing  into  her  husband's 
eyes.  Now  and  then  she  looked  at  the 
Hagadah  which  lay  before  her,  a 
beautiful  book  bound  in  gold  and 
velvet,  an  old  heirloom  with  aged 
wine-spots  from  her  grandfather's 
days.  There  were  ever  so  many  bold 


A  SEDER  NIGHT  IN 

and  brightly  painted  pictures  in  it, 
which,  even  as  a  child,  she  had  been 
happy  to  look  at  on  the  Pesach  night, 
and  which  represented  all  sorts  of 
Bible  stories.  Such  as  Abraham,  with 
his  hammer,  smashing  his  father's 
stone  idols,  and  the  angels  coming  to 
visit  him,  and  Moses  killing  the  Egyp- 
tian, and  Pharaoh  sitting  on  his 
throne,  and  the  frogs  which  gave  him 
no  rest  even  at  table,  and  he,  thank 
God,  drowning  while  the  children  of 
Israel  carefully  walked  through  the 
Red  Sea,  and  they,  standing  open- 
mouthed,  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Sinai 
/vith  their  sheep  and  kine  and  oxen, 
and  then  pious  King  David  playing 
the  harp,  and  last,  Jerusalem,  with 
the  towers  and  minarets  of  the  Tem- 
ple illumined  by  the  sun. 

The  second  Cup  had  been  filled, 
faces  and  voices  were  growing  more 
cheerful,  and  the  Rabbi,  as  he  seized 
one  of  the  unleavened  cakes,  and  with 
a  happy  greeting  held  it  up,  read  out 
from  the  Hagadah  the  following 
words:  "Behold I  This  is  the  bread 
our  fathers  have  eaten  in  Egypt!  Let 
everyone  who  is  hungry  come  and 
eat!  Everyone  who  is  sad,  let  him 
come  and  join  in  our  Pesach  feast. 
This  year  we  celebrate  it  here,  but 
next  year  in  the  land  of  Israel.  This 
year  we  are  still  slaves,  but  next  year 
we  shall  celebrate  it  as  the  sons  of 
Freedom." 

Here  the  door  opened,  and  two  tall 
pale  men  entered,  wrapped  in  big 
cloaks.  "Peace  be  with  you,"  said  one 
of  them.  "We  are  co-religionists  on 
our  travels,  and  would  like  to  keep 
Pesach  with  you."  And  the  Rabbi  an- 
swered quick  and  friendly:  "With 
you  be  peace.  Seat  yourselves  near 
me." 

The  two  strangers  sat  down  to  table 
and  the  Rabbi  proceeded  with  the 
reading.  Sometimes  while  the  others 
were  repeating  the  responses  after 
him,  he  whispered  affectionate  words 
to  his  wife.  Playing  on  the  old  saw 


A  Passover  Tale  by  the 
Immortal  Poet 

THE  RHINELAND 

By  HEINRICH  HEINE 
Translated  by  Elkan  N.  Adler 

that  on  that  night  every  Jewish  house- 
father thinks  himself  a  king,  he  said 
"Be  joyful,  O  my  Queen!"  But  she 
answered  with  a  melancholy  smile, 
"Our  prince  is  missing,"  and  by  that 
she  meant  a  son  of  the  house  who,  as 
a  passage  in  the  Hagadah  requires, 
has  in  fixed  phraseology  to  ask  his 
father  the  meaning  of  the  feast. 

The  Rabbi  made  no  answer,  but 
with  his  finger  pointed  at  one  of  the 
pictures  on  the  open  page  of  the 
Hagadah,  which  portrayed  very  agree- 
ably how  the  three  angels  came  to 
Sara,  and  Sara  standing  behind  the 
door  of  the  tent  listening  with  wo- 
manly artfulness  to  the  conversation. 
The  hint  brought  a  fiery  blush  to  the 
cheeks  of  the  lovely  woman.  She  cast 
down  her  eyes  and  then  looked  up 
again  lovingly  at  her  husband,  who 
was  now  chanting  the  wondrous  tale 
of  how  Rabbi  Joshua,  Rabbi  Eliezer, 
Rabbi  Azaria,  Rabbi  Akiba  and  Rab- 
bi Tarphon  sat  reclining  in  Bene 
Brak,  and  conversed  all  night  about 
the  exodus  of  the  children  of  Israel 
from  Egypt,  until  their  pupils  came 
and  announced  to  them  that  it  was 
day,  and  the  people  were  already  say- 
ing the  morning  prayer  in  the  Syna- 
gogue. 

As  the  lovely  Sara  listened  reverent- 
ly with  her  eyes  on  her  husband,  she 
saw  his  face  suddenly  transfixed  with 
horror  and  the  blood  leave  his  cheeks 
and  lips,  and  his  eyes  start  out  like 
icicles.  Yet  almost  at  the  same  moment 
his  features  resumed  their  former  re- 
pose and  cheerfulness,  his  lips  and 
cheeks  grew  red  again,  his  eyes 
sparkled  joyously  once  more,  and  he 
himself  seemed  mastered  by  a  mad 
mood,  most  strange  in  him.  Sara  was 
terrified  as  she  had  never  been  terri- 
fied in  her  life  before,  and  an  icy 
shudder  ran  through  her,  less  because 
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of  those  signs  of  blank  honor  she  had 
observed  in  her  husband"s  face  for  a 
single  instant  than  for  this  present 
exhilaration  of  his,  which  gradually 
turned  to  roaring  merriment.  The 
Rabbi  jocosely  shifted  his  beret  from 
ear  to  ear,  pulled  at  his  beard  and 
curled  it  waggishly,  and  sang  the  text 
of  the  Hagadah  like  a  street  song. 
When  recounting  the  Egyptian 
plagues,  where  the  index  finger  is 
dipped  into  the  full  glasses  and  the 
drops  of  wine  shaken  off  on  to  the 
floor,  the  Rabbi  besprinkled  the 
younger  girls  with  red  wine,  and  there 
was  much  grumbling  for  spoiled  ruffs, 
and  much  resounding  laughter.  To 
Sara  this  boisterous  but  forced  merri- 
ment seemed  more  and  more  uncanny, 
and  seized  by  unmentionable  fear  she 
stared  at  the  crowd  of  guests  rocking 
themselves  to  and  fro,  or  nibbling 
the  crisp  cakes,  or  gulping  down  the 
wine,  or  chatting  with  each  other,  or 
singing  out  aloud,  all  very  merry. 

Then  came  the  time  for  supper, 
and  everybody  stood  up  to  wash  the 
hands,  and  beauteous  Sara  brought  in 
a  large  silver  basin,  richly  chased  with 
golden  figures  and  held  it  before  each 
of  the  guests,  while  the  water  was 
poured  over  their  hands.  When  she 
came  to  offer  the  Rabbi  this  service, 
he  looked  meaningly  at  her  and  slunk 
out  of  the  door.  Sara  followed  him, 
and  the  Rabbi  hastily  seized  his  wife's 
hand.  Hastily  he  dragged  her  through 
the  dark  streets  of  Bacharach,  hastily 
through  the  city  gate  to  the  high  road 
which  leads  along  the  Rhine  to  Bin- 
gen. 

The  Rabbi  then  stood  still  awhile, 
he  moved  his  lips  several  times,  but 
they  uttered  no  sound.  At  last  he  ex- 
claimed: "Do  you  see  the  Angel  of 
Death?  Down  there,  he  hovers  over 
Bacharach.  But  we  have  escaped  his 
sword.  Praise  be  to  God!"  And  then, 
in  a  voice  still  quivering  with  horror, 
he  related  how  he  was  cheerfully  sing- 
ing the  Hagadah  as  he  sat  there,  re- 
clining, when  suddenly  he  glanced  by 
chance  beneath  the  table  and  saw  at 
his  feet  the  blood-stained  body  of  a 
child.  "Then  I  noticed,"  added  the 
Rabbi,  "that  our  two  last  guests  did 
not  belong  to  the  community  of  Is- 
rael, but  to  the  congregation  of  the 
ungodly,  and  they  had  contrived  to 


introduce  the  corpse  into  our  house 
in  order  to  accuse  us  of  the  child 
murder,  so  as  to  rouse  the  populace, 
and  to  plunder  and  murder  us.  I 
dared  not  let  it  be  noticed  that  I  had 
seen  through  the  hellish  plot.  I  should 
have  only  hastened  our  destruction; 
only  craft  has  saved  us  both.  Praise  be 


to  God!  Do  not  fear,  Sara.  Our  friends 
and  relations  will  be  safe  .It  was  only 
my  blood  for  which  the  villains 
thirsted.  I  have  escaped  them,  and 
they  will  content  themselves  with  my 
silver  and  gold.  Come  with  me,  Sara, 
to  another  land!  The  God  of  our  fa- 
thers will  not  forsake  us!" 


Emma  Lazarus  an 
Nominated  for 

TWO  Jewish  women,  Emma  Lazar- 
us and  Ernestine  L.  Rose,  have 
been  nominated  for  election  to  the 
Hall  of  Fame  at  the  New  York  Uni- 
versity. The  nominations  were  sub- 
mitted by  the  Emma  Lazarus  Federa- 
tion of  Jewish  Women's  Clubs. 

Renowned  in  her  time  as  the 
"Queen  of  the  platform,"  a  leader  of 
the  women's  suffrage  movement,  ard- 
ent abolitionist  and  crusader  for  a 
free  public  school  system,  the  election 
of  Ernestine  Rose  is  especially  appro- 
priate this  year,  the  150th  anniversary 
of  her  birth.  Born  in  Plotrkow,  Po- 
land, where  her  father  was  the  highly 
respected  and  beloved  young  Rabbi 
Potowski.  Ernestine  left  Plotrkow  be- 
fore she  was  17  in  search  of  a  country 
without  ghettos.  After  stopping  in 
Germany  and  England  she  arrived  in 
the  United  States  with  her  husband, 
William,  in  the  spring  of  1836. 

Preparations  for  the  celebration  of 
Ernestine  Rose's  150th  anniversary 
were  begun  in  1954  (the  Jewish  ter- 


d  Ernestine  Rose 
Hall  of  Fame 

centenary  in  the  U.S.A.) ,  when  the 
Federation  commissioned  Yuri  Suhh 
novelist  and  poet,  to  write  her  biog- 
raphy, now  published,  "Ernestine 
Rose  and  the  Battle  for  Human 
Rights." 

Emma  Lazarus  received  her  first 
public  tribute  when,  on  the  initiative 
of  the  Federation,  the  acting  Mayor 
of  New  York  City,  the  Honorable  Abe 
Stark,  issued  a  proclamation  for  an 
Emma  Lazarus  Day,  November  19, 
1957,  to  commemorate  the  70th  anni- 
versary of  her  death. 

Nominating  Emma  Lazarus  for  elec- 
tion to  the  Hall  of  Fame  the  Federa- 
tion said,  "Jewish  poet,  writer  and 
crusader  for  Jewish  and  all  human 
rights.  Author  of  the  sonnet,  The 
New  Colossus,  inscribed  on  the  Statue 
of  Liberty." 

Among  the  86  Americans  elected  to 
the  Hall  of  Fame  since  1900  no  Jew 
or  Catholic  have  been  elected,  and 
only  one  Negro,  Booker  T.  Washing- 
ton. 


Uriah  Levy  Memento 

A GOLD  presentation  box  origin- 
ally given  in  1834  to  Lieutenant 
Uriah  P.  Levy  of  the  United  States 
Navy  by  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  New  York  has  been  acquired 
by  the  Jewish  Museum  of  The  Jewish 
Theological  Seminary  of  America. 

The  box  was  presented  to  Lieuten- 
ant Levy  in  grateful  acceptance  of  a 
plaster  statue  of  Thomas  Jefferson 
which  he  gave  to  the  City  in  1834. 
The  statue  of  Jefferson,  executed  in 
France  by  Pierre  Jean  David  d'Angers, 
is  on  permanent  display  in  the  rotun- 
da of  City  Hall  in  Manhattan. 

The  box  which  is  33^  inches  long 
and  of  18  carat  gold  is  inscribed  with- 
in the  lid  as  follows:  "The  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  New  York  to 


Acquired  by  Museum 

Lieutenant  Uriah  P.  Levy  of  the 
United  States  Navy,  as  a  testimony  of 
respect  for  his  character,  patriotism 
and  public  spirit,  February  6,  1834". 
On  the  cover  is  Lieutenant  Levy's 
monogram  in  a  cluster  of  oak  leaves, 
above  which  is  the  Latin  inscription, 
Dant  Facta  Hanc  Coronam  (His 
deeds  thus  crown  him) . 

Uriah  P.  Levy,  born  in  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.  in  1792,  entered  the  mer- 
chant service  at  the  age  of  ten.  He 
joined  the  United  States  Navy  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  War  of  1812.  In  1815 
he  was  commissioned  Lieutenant,  in 
1844  promoted  to  Captain  and  in 
1859  he  became  a  Commander  of  the 
Mediterranean  Fleet  with  the  status 
of  Commodore. 
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NEWS  OF 
THE  CENTER 


Siyum  Services 

Services  for  the  first  born  son,  con- 
ducted by  Mr.  Emanuel  Thorn,  son 
of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Leon  Thorn,  will  be 
held  on  Monday  morning,  April  11  at 
8:00  o'clock. 

Passover  Sedorim 

The  Sedorim  on  Monday  and  Tues- 
day evenings,  April  11  and  12  will 
begin  at  7:00  o'clock. 

Passover  Services 

The  services  for  the  first  days  of 
the  Passover  holiday  will  be  held  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  evening,  April 
11  and  12  at  6:00  o'clock;  on  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  mornings,  April  12 
and  13  at  8:30  o'clock.  Rabbi  Kreit- 
man  will  preach  on  both  days  of  the 
holiday.  Our  Cantor,  Rev.  William 
Sauler,  will  officiate  on  both  days, 
together  with  the  Center  Choir. 

The  services  for  the  concluding  days 
of  the  Passover  holiday  will  be  held 
on  Sunday  and  Monday  evenings, 
April  17  and  18  at  6:15  o'clock;  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  mornings,  April 
18  and  19  at  8:30  o'clock.  Rabbi 
Kreitman  will  speak  on  the  conclud- 
ing days,  Monday  and  Tuesday  morn- 
ings. Cantor  Sauler  will  officiate  on 
both  days  together  with  the  Center 
Choir. 

Yizkor  (Memorial  Services)  will  be 
recited  Tuesday  morning,  April  19  at 
about  10:30  o'clock. 

Holiday  Torah  Readings 

1st  Day— Exodus  12:21-51;  Numbers 
28:16-25. 

Haftarah— Joshua  5:2-6:1. 

2nd  Day-Leviticus  22:26-23-44;  Num- 
bers 28:16-25. 

Haftarah-II  Kings  23:1-9,  21-25. 


Intermediate  Sabbath— Exodus  33:12- 
34:26;  Numbers  28:19-25. 

Haftarah-Ezekiel  37:1-14. 
(Song  of  Songs  is  read.) 

7th  Day-Exodus  13:17-15:26;  Num- 
bers 28:19-25. 

Haftarah-II  Samuel  22. 

8th  Day— Deuteronomy  15:19-16:17; 
Numbers  28:19-25. 

Haftarah-Isaiah  10:32-12:6. 

Passover  Services  for  Youth 
Congregations 

Passover  Services  in  the  Junior 
Congregation  will  be  held  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  mornings,  April  12 
and  13  at  10  A.M.;  also  on  the  con- 
cluding days,  Monday  and  Tuesday 
mornings,  April  18  and  19  at  10  A.M 

The  Children's  Congregation  will 
start  their  Passover  services  on  Tues- 
day and  Wednesday,  April  12  and  13 
and  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  April 

18  and  19  at  10:30  A.M. 

Candlelighting  During  Passover 

Candles  will  be  lit  during  the  Pass- 
over holidays  as  follows: 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  April  11  and 

12-6:11  P.M. 
Sunday  and  Monday,  April  17  and 

18-6:17  P.M. 

Holiday  Gym  Schedule 

The  Gym  and  Baths  Department 
will  be  open  Monday,  April  1 1  for 
men  and  boys  from  12  to  3  P.M.,  will 
be  closed  Tuesday  and  Wednesday, 
April  12  and  13  for  Passover  and  will 
reopen  Thursday  morning,  April  14 
for  women  at  10  A.M.,  and  for  girls 
from  3  to  5  P.M. 

For  the  concluding  days  of  the  holi- 
day, the  department  will  be  closed 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  April  18  and 

19  and  reopen  Wednesday,  April  20 
for  men  at  3  P.M. 


SABBATH  WORSHIP 

Week  of  April  15 

Kindling  of  Candles:  6:17  P.M. 
Services:  6:00  P.M. 
Sabbath  Morning  Services,  April  16 
8:30  A.M. 
Shabbat  Choi  Hamoed 

Exodus  33.12-34.27 
Prophets:  Ezekiel  37.1-15 

#  *  * 

RABBI  KREITMAN  will  preach 
The  Mishnah  Class  will  not  be  held 
Sunday,  April  17  during  Passover. 

Week  of  April  22 

Kindling  of  Candles:  6:24  P.M. 
Services:  6:00  P.M. 
Sabbath  Morning  Services,  April  23 
8:30  A.M. 
Sidrah:  "Shemini" 
Leviticus  9.1-11.47 
Prophets:  II  Samuel  6.1-23;  7.1-17 
RABBI  KREITMAN  will  preach 
The  Bar  Mitzvah  of  Jeffrey,  son  of 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  O.  Gimprich,  will 
be  celebrated. 

#  #  # 

Class  in  Talmud  led  by  Rev.  Bern- 
ard Oklan— one  hour  before  Minha 
time. 

DAILY  SERVICES: 
Sunday  mornings:  8:30  A.M. 
(One  Minyan) 
Mornings:  Monday  through  Friday 

7:00  and  8:00  A.M. 

#  #  # 

SABBATH  MINHA  SERVICES 
6:00  P.M. 
DAILY  MINHA  SERVICES 
Week-April  17:  6:25  P.M. 
Week-April  24:  6:30  P.M.  (D.S.T.) 

Followed  by  Maariv  Services. 

#  *  # 

The  Mishnah  Class,  conducted  by 
Rabbi  Kreitman,  this  Sunday  morn- 
ing, April  24  will  be  held  at  10  A.M. 
The  Breakfast  will  be  sponsored  by 
Mr.  Irving  Loonin  to  commemorate 
his  father's  yahrzeit. 
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UJ.A.  Dinner  April  26th 

This  year's  dinner  in  behalf  of  the 
United  Jewish  Appeal  will  be  held  at 
the  Center  on  Tuesday  evening,  April 
26  and  will  have  as  its  guest  of  honor, 
Hon.  Abraham  D.  Beame.  Mr.  Eman- 
uel Cohen,  Chairman  of  the  dinner 
requests  members  of  the  Center  to 
make  reservations. 

Judge  Bernhardt  to  be  Honored 

Our  Vice-President,  Judge  Maurice 
Bernhardt,  will  be  the  guest  of  honor 
at  a  dinner  to  be  held  onWednesday 
evening,  April  27,  at  Brooklyn  Col- 
lege, under  the  auspices  of  the  B'nai 
Brith  Hillel  Group— Abe  Stark  House. 
Judge  Bernhardt  is  to  be  honored  for 
his  outstanding  efforts  on  behalf  of 
Hillel  at  Brooklyn  College. 

New  Synagogue  Memorial  Tablets 

Four  new  Memorial  Tablets  have 
been  installed  in  our  Synagogue. 
Members  wishing  to  memorialize  the 
names  of  their  beloved  departed  by- 
placing  plaques  in  the  Synagogue  are 
asked  to  speak  to  Mr.  Gold  or  Mr. 
May  in  the  office.  Memorial  Plaque 
lights  are  lit  for  the  yearly  Yahrzeit 
and  for  each  Yizkor  Service  during 
the  year. 

YAHRZEIT  NOTICES 

ALL  YAHZREIT  NOTICES  TO 
MEMBERS  ARE  NOW  BEING 
MAILED  FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF 
THE  CENTER.  UNLESS  YOUR 
DETAILED  YAHRZEIT  INFOR- 
MATION HAS  BEEN  GIVEN  TO 
THE  CENTER  WITHIN  THE 
PAST  YEAR  WE  CANNOT  SEND 
REMINDER  CARDS  TO  YOU. 

PLEASE  GIVE  US  THE  INFOR- 
MATION NOW! 


NOW 

IS  THE  TIME 
FOR  ALL  GOOD 
3IEMBERS  TO  COME 
TO  THE  AID  OF  THE 

EMERGENCY 

MEMBERSHIP 

DRIVE 

•  Manpower  Needed  to 
To  Make  Calls 

•  Your  Friends,  Neighbors 
Should  Belong  To 

The  Center 

ENROLL  THEM  NOW! 

JAMES  J.  JACKMAN  JUDGE  MURRAY  T.  FEIDEN 

Chairma?i  Chairman 
Membership  Committee  Special  Membership  Campaign 
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APPLICATIONS  FOR  MEMBERSHIP 


The  following  have  applied  lor 
membership  in  the  Brooklyn  Jewish 
Center: 

BERNSTEIN,    HARRY:  Married; 

Res.:  320  Sterling  St. 
BLUMENFELD,  MISS  IRENE:  Res.: 

20  Crosby  Ave. 

BRIMBERG,  JACK:  Unmarried; 
Res.:  1062  Park  PL;  Bus.:  Account- 
ant, City  of  N.  Y.,  Municipal  Bldg.; 
Proposed  by  Abraham  Mann,  Ab- 
raham W.  Slepian. 

BRITVAN,  ALBERT:  Married;  Res.: 
75  Brighton  Court;  Bus.:  Real  Es- 
tate, 311  Kingston  Ave.;  Proposed 
by  Leo  Kaufmann,  Stanley  Leshaw. 

CARMELY,  HAROLD  W.:  Married; 
Res.:  441  Brooklyn  Ave.;  Proposed 
by  Dr.  Milton  Schiff,  Leo  Kauf- 
mann. 

COOPERBERG,  BURTON:  Unmar- 
ried; Res.:  1717  East  18th  St.;  Bus.: 
Contractor,  Sportswear,  82  White 
St.;  Proposed  by  Sy  Glass,  Sam 
Stern. 

FEINHANDLER,  MORTON:  Un- 
married; Res.:  443  Crown  St.;  Bus.: 
Salesman,  Cinecolor  Co.,  Lynbrook, 
L.  I.;  Proposed  by  Rev.  M.  Katz. 

FEUERSTEIN,  ABRAHAM:  Mar- 
ried; Res.:  290  Empire  Blvd.;  Bus.: 
Lawyer,  291  Broadway;  Proposed  by 
Abe  Meltzer,  Chas.  Rubenstein. 

FISHMAN,  MILTON:  Unmarried; 
Res.:  1633  Sterling  PI.;  Bus.:  Knit- 
wear, 1199  Broadway. 

FOGEL,  CHARLES:  Married;  Res.: 
1145  46th  St.;  Bus.:  Salesman, 
Weber  &  Quinn,  73  9th  St. 

FOX,  WALLACE:  Married;  ResT: 
135  Eastern  Parkway;  Bus.:  Real 
Estate,  16  Court  St.;  Proposed  by 
James  J.  Jackman. 

GILLMAN,  ALVIN:  Married;  Res.: 
2243  East  28th  St.;  Bus.:  Syrup 
Mfg.,  58  Beaver  St.;  Proposed  by 
Frank  Rose,  M.  Schechter. 

GREENBERG,  HAROLD  JAY:  Mar- 
ried; Res.:  5  Cail  Drive,  E.  Rocka- 
way;  Bus.:  Mteals,  1355  Atlantic 
Ave.;  Proposed  by  Daniel  Rubin. 

HALPERN,  ARNOLD:  Married; 
Res.:  446  Kingston  Ave.;  Bus.:  Auto 
Salesman,  1900  Coney  Island  Ave.; 
Proposed    by    Judge    Murray  T. 


Feiden. 

HAMMER,  NORMAN:  Married; 
Res.:  879  Linden  Blvd.;  Bus.:  Re- 
tired. 

HOFFMAN,  HERBERT:  Unmar- 
ried; Res.:  76  Corbin  PI.;  Bus.: 
Teacher,  P.  S.  8;  Proposed  by  Erwin 
Hoffnung. 

KARANSKY,  DR.  DAVID:  Unmar- 
ried; Res.:  5023  4th  Ave.;  Proposed 
by  Bernard  Kaye. 

KIRCHBLUM,  HAROLD:  Married; 
Res.:  2886  Campbell  Ave.;  Wan- 
tagh,  L.  I.;  Bus.:  Investment,  588 
Nostrand  Ave.;  Proposed  by  Morris 
Hammerman. 

LERNER,  MISS  ANNE:  Res.:  2610 
Glenwood  Road;  Proposed  by  Myr- 
na  Krever. 

LEVINE,  ROBERT,  D.D.S.:  Mar- 
ried; Res.:  460  Crown  St.;  Bus.: 
1054  Eastern  Parkway. 

LISS,  CHARLES:  Married;  Bus.: 
1400  President  St.;  Bus.:  Fabrics, 
1140  Broadway;  Proposed  by  Max 
Crawford,  Robert  Cutchman. 

LURIE,  MISS  IDA:  Res.:  1552  Pres- 
ident St. 

MALLIN,  SOLOMON:  Married; 
Res.:  1715  President  St.;  Bus.:  Lock 
&  Hardware  Mfg.;  Proposed  by 
Max  Crawford,  Abraham  Michel- 
man. 

MASS,  HARVEY:  Unmarried;  Res.: 
1633  Sterling  PI.;  Bus.:  Insurance. 

MELTZER,  NORMAN:  Married; 
Res.:  120  Kenilworth  PI.;  Bus.:  At- 
torney, 32  Broadway;  Proposed  by 
Gary  Zaslov,  M.  Schechter. 

PESKIN,  ABE:  WIDOWER:  Res.: 
451  Kingston  Ave.;  Bus.:  Salesman, 
Butter  &  Eggs,  20  Hereson  St.;  Pro- 
posed by  Max  Ballas,  Benj.  Mos- 
kowitz. 

REISER,  LOUIS:  Married;  Res.:  150 
Crown  St.;  Bus.:  Mattress,  915 
Franklin  Ave.;  Proposed  by  Eman- 
uel Cohen. 

ROSENBAUM,  ALFRED:  Married; 
Res.:  1450  Crown  St.,  Wantagh, 
L.  I.;  Bus.:  Real  Estate,  588  Nos- 
trand Ave.;  Proposed  by  Morris 
Hammerman. 

RUTNER,  MOE:  Married;  Res.:  341 
Rugby  Road;  Bus.:  School  Bus,  564 


E.  N.  Y.  Ave.;  Proposed  by  Dr.  Sid- 
ney Licht,  M.  Schechter. 

SCHORR,  SAM:  Unmarried;  Res.: 
850  St.  Marks  Ave.;  Bus.:  Install- 
ment, 40  E.  Broadway;  Proposed  by 
Abraham  W  .Slepian,  Jacob  Soifer. 

SILVERMAN,  HY:  Married;  Res.: 
277  Eastern  Parkway;  Bus.:  Millin- 
ery Salesman,  55  W.  39th  St.;  Pro 
posed  by  Frank  Surowitz,  Chas. 
Rubenstein. 

SIMONSON,  DR.  SOLOMON:  Mar- 
ried; Res.:  751  St.  Marks  Ave.;  Bus.: 
Rabbi  and  Teacher,  10  W.  57th  St.; 
Proposed  by  Ezekiel  Simonson,  M. 
Schechter. 

SOKOL,  SIDNEY:  Married;  Res.: 
2212  Ditmas  Ave.;  Bus.:  Supervisor, 
N.  Y.  Transit  Authority,  370  Jay 
St.;  Proposed  by  Sol  Stevens. 

STEINBRECHER,  LOUIS:  Widow- 
er; Res.:  254  W.  Penn  St.,  Long 
Beach,  L.  I.;  Bus.:  Art  Fashion 
Clothes,  84  5th  Ave. 

SZEKELY,  FRANK:  Married;  Res.: 
506  Eastern  Parkway;  Bus.:  Gard- 
ner, 317  Avenue  C;  Proposed  by 
Max  Ballas. 

TESTA,  SAM:  Unmarried;  Res.:  248 
New  Lots  Ave.;  Bus.:  Salesman, 
Undergarments,  580  Broadway; 
Proposed  by  Rob't.  Gutchman,  Max 
Crawford. 

THORN,  BEN:  Married;  Res.:  375 
Lincoln  PI.;  Bus.:  P.O.  Clerk,  33rd 
St.  &  8th  Ave.;  Proposed  by  Louis 
Kramer,  Abraham  W.  Slepian. 

WEINER,  DANIEL:  Unmarried; 
Res:.  409  Belmont  Ave.;  Bus.:  Sales- 
man, C.  C.  Chemical  Corp.,  L.  I.  C; 
Proposed  by  Jerome  Mellin,  Ste- 
phen Goldberg. 

WEINER,  HERBERT:  Unmarried; 
Res.:  653  Blake  Ave.;  Bus.:  Sales 
Manager,  Shoe  Company,  148  Du- 
ane  St.;  Proposed  by  Jerry  Mellin, 
Milton  Manheim. 

WIESENFELD,  CHARLES:  Married; 
Res.:  288  Crown  St.;  Bus.:  C.P.A., 
16  Court  St. 

WOLOSHIN,  MISS  BARBARA: 
Res.:  725  East  93rd  St.;  Proposed 
by  Stuart  Weltz. 

ZAKARIN,  NORMAN:  Unmarried; 
Res.:  73-11  210th  St.,  Bayside,  L.  I.: 
Bus.:  Salesman,  Automotive  Whse., 
Inc.,  119-02  Atlantic  Ave. 
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YOUNG  FOLKS  LEAGUE 


Membership 
Applications 

(Continued  from  page  19) 
Reinstatements: 

AGIN,  DR.  HENRY:  Married;  Res.: 
34  Plaza  St.;  Bus.:  Physician,  77 
Eastern  Parkway;  Proposed  by  Dr. 
Reuben  Finkelstein. 

11  V.MAN,  LEON:  Married;  Res.:  160 
Hastings  St.;  Bus.:  Funeral  Chapel, 
312  Coney  Island  Ave. 

KROHN,  JACOB:  Unmarried;  Res.: 
111-15  75th  Ave.;  Bus.:  Salesman, 
Philon,  Inc.,  390  Rockaway  Ave. 

KRONEN  BERG,  OSCAR:  Widower; 
Res.:  350  Lefferts  Ave.;  Bus.:  Ad- 
vertising, 48  Warren  Street,  Pro- 
posed by  Abraham  W.  Slepian. 

LIPNICK,  GERARD:  Unmarried: 
Res.:  2184  Strauss  St.;  Bus.:  Ac- 
counting Clerk,  63  Broad  St.;  Pro- 
posed by  Muriel  Burickson. 

USADI,  JACOB  M.:  Married;  Res.: 
55  Lenox  Road;  Bus.:  Lawyer,  1501 
Bway.;  Proposed  by  Louis  Kramer. 

VOLET,  WILLIAM  B.:  Married: 
Res.:  960  Sterling  PI.;  Bus.:  Exec. 
Ass't.,  to  Comptroller,  Albany, 
N.  Y.;  Proposed  by  Abraham  W. 
Slepian,  Dr.  R.  Finkelstein. 

WOLFE,  MAX:  Married;  Res.:  720 
St.  Marks  Ave.;  Bus.:  Furs,  150  W. 
28th  St.;  Proposed  by  Dr.  Samuel 
A.  Wolfe,  Abraham  W.  Slepian. 

ADDITIONAL  APPLICATIONS 

BARER,  ADOLPH:  Married;  Res.: 
507  Bradford  St. 

BERGEN,  HARVEY:  Unmarried; 
Res.:  165  Rockaway  Parkway;  Bus.: 
Teacher,  P.S.  79;  Proposed  by  Mil- 
ton Berger,  Morris  Schechter. 

BERKE,  HERBERT:  Married;  Res.: 
350  Lefferts  Ave.;  Bus.:  Children's 
Dresses,  5120  3rd  Ave. 

CUBLINSKY,  IRA:  Unmarried; 
Res.:  5117  Avenue  K;  Bus.:  Hair 
Stylist,  3701  Church  Ave.;  Proposed 
by  Robert  Gutchman. 

CUBLINSKY,  PAUL:  Unmarried; 
Res.:  5117  Avenue  K;  Bus.:  Hair 
Stylist,  3701  Church  Ave.;  Proposed 
by  Robert  Gutchman. 

GOLDBERG,  CARL:  Unmarried; 
Res.:  968  E.  102nd  St.;  Bus.:  Enter- 
prise Machinery  Co.,  87  Nassau  Rd.; 

JAMES  J.  JACKMAN, 
Chairman,  Membership  Committee 


THE  appearance  of  this  issue  of  the 
Review  marks  the  unofficial  end 
of  my  administration  as  president  of 
the  Young  Folks  League.  This  being 
the  case,  I  would  like  to  take  a  mo- 
ment to  reminisce.  Conditions  were 
quite  fluid  when  my  administration 
took  over  last  May.  This  resulted  in 
many  lengthy  meetings  among  the 
new  officers  and  with  the  Executive 
Board.  The  result  was  to  formulate 
new  policies  for  the  group  and  to 
present  a  varied  program  for  the  fall 
season  which  would  appeal  to  all. 
The  successful  attainment  of  our  ob- 
jectives is  a  tribute  to  the  men  and 
women  who  spent  many  frustrating 
hours  working  towards  this  goal. 

I  would  like  to  mention  several 
people  to  whom  special  thanks  are 
due:  Stuart  Weltz,  our  first  vice  presi- 
dent, who  chaired  our  Executive 
Board  meetings  and  who  was  instru- 
mental in  arranging  many  programs; 
Regina  Kaplan,  second  vice  president, 
whose  energetic  activities  were  the 
most  instrumental  in  maintaining  the 
group's  efficient  operation;  Morris 
Bloomstein,    past    president    of  the 

TWO  major  events  were  held  for 
the  Youth  groups  in  connection 
with  the  celebration  of  Passover. 

The  first  was  held  before  Passover, 
a  Passover  work-shop  at  which  the 
clubs  discussed  the  pertinent  laws  of 
the  holiday  and  its  modern  implica- 
tions. It  was  held  on  Sunday  after- 
noon, Apil  10,  for  the  Intermediate 
and  Senior  groups. 

The  other  function  will  be  held 
after  Passover  and  will  be  called  the 
Third  Seder.  It  will  consist  of  a  mod- 


OUR  Hebrew  School  Model  Seder 
took  place  on  Tuesday,  April  5. 
Thanks  to  our  PTA  the  students  had 
a  very  enjoyable  afternoon. 

Our  school  will  be  closed  for  the 
Passover  vacation  from  Monday,  April 
1 1  through  Tuesday,  April  22,  and 
will  reopen  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day, April  23  and  24  from  10:00  A.M. 
to  12:00  noon.  These  days  are  bein^r 
reserved  for  our  annual  United  Jewish 


group,  without  whose  invaluable  help 
1  would  never  have  succeeded  as 
president;  Roz  Reich,  who  ran  our 
tremendously  successful  dances;  Mur- 
iel Burickson,  who  helped  arrange 
programs  and  who  supervised  our  spe- 
cial events;  Diana  Bentkowsky  and 
Lila  Picken,  whose  constructive  criti- 
cisms and  helpful  suggestions  in  addi- 
tion to  their  actual  eliorts,  made  pos- 
sible die  YFL's  successes;  Naomi  Hor- 
owitz, a  faithful  member  of  the  Exec- 
utive Board,  who  did  a  wonderful 
job  of  publicizing  our  events;  Leanne 
Greenweis  and  Annette  Cohen,  who 
saw  to  it  that  refreshments  were  al- 
ways provided  at  our  meetings,  and 
to  the  others  whose  names  are  too 
numerous  to  mention  without  whose 
loyalty  and  willingness  to  aid  a  group 
like  Young  Folks  League  would  never 
have  been  able  to  function. 

To  you  for  a  job  well  done,  my 
humble  thanks. 

I  earnestly  hope  that  the  next  pres- 
ident of  the  Young  Folks  League  will 
have  as  wonderful  a  group  to  work 
with  as  I  did. 

ARTHUR  J.  VIDERS 


ern  version  of  the  Seder,  followed  by 
Israeli  dances  and  songs.  It  will  be 
held  on  Saturday  evening,  April  23. 

Tables  will  be  arranged  and  re- 
freshments supplied  to  simulate  the 
actual  Seder.  The  groups  will  prepare 
a  modern  version  of  the  Hagaddah  to 
be  presented  that  evening. 

All  club  members  and  their  friends 
are  invited  to  attend. 

DR.  HERBERT  L.  TEPPER, 

Supervisor,  Youth  Activities 


Appeal  Film  Festival. 

The  next  high  school  service  and 
breakfast  will  take  place  on  Sundav, 
April  27. 

Congratulations  to  Sheila  Grub- 
man,  a  member  of  our  graduating 
class,  for  winning  the  "What  Torah 
Means  to  Me"  essay  contest  sponsored 
by  our  Sisterhood.  Honorable  men- 
tion was  given  to  Alan  Horowitz  and 
Philip  Shapiro. 


PASSOVER  IN  THE  YOUTH  DEPARTMENT 


IN  OUR  HEBREW  SCHOOL 
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A SUCCESSFUL  venture  was  held 
by  the  Men's  Club  on  Sunday, 
March  5,  when  2  bus  loads  ol  mem- 
bers and  their  friends  went  on  a  trip 
to  the  Jewish  Theological  Seminary 
and  the  Jewish  Museum.  All  oi  those 
who  attended  this  junket  agreed  that 
the  trip  was  very  worthwhile  and  that 
many  more  should  have  attended. 

On  the  evening  oi  April  4  our  mem- 
bers witnessed  a  presentation  of  "The 
World  of  Sholem  Aleichem"  by  Mor- 
ton Wishengrad.  The  performance 
was  directed  by  Mr.  Louis  Kramer 
with  Mrs.  Sylvia  Horowitz,  Messrs. 
Milton  Berger  and  Harold  Kalb  as 
the  players.  All  agreed  that  the  pres- 
entation was  a  stellar  attraction. 


AT  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Governors  the  chairman  re- 
ported on  the  fine  progress  of  the 
Youth  Congregations  at  our  Center. 
The  Junior  Congregation,  composed 
of  youdis  of  ages  twelve  to  sixteen, 
ably  supervised  by  Mr.  Leo  Shpall,  of 
the  Hebrew  School,  has  succeeded  in 
attracting  many  more  Hebrew  School 
students.  The  upper  classes  have  been 
invited  to  take  over  a  major  portion 
of  the  service  on  different  Sabbaths. 
Many  of  the  parents  attended  these 
services  and  were  delighted  with  the 
children's  participation. 

On  February  20,  1960,  the  services 
were  conducted  entirely  by  the  girls 
of  the  Congregation  with  great  skill 
and  understanding.  Mrs.  Sarah  Kush- 
ner,  the  invited  speaker,  referred  to 
the  Ten  Commandments,  read  in  the 
Torah  that  week,  and  stressed  the  im- 
portance of  living  a  good  Jewish  life. 


The  Board  of  Trustees,  realizing 
the  urgent  need  to  plan  for  the  future 
of  the  Center,  has  voted  to  create  an 
Endowment  Fund  of  $300,000.00  to 
which  members  will  be  asked  to  sub- 
scribe generously.  The  importance  of 
this  fund  to  the  Center's  future  can- 
not be  overestimated. 


For  the  program  of  May  1,  the 
Men's  Club  has  designated  Dr.  Julius 
Kahn  to  plan  the  evening's  entertain- 
ment. A  square  dance  with  a  proles- 
sional  caller  will  be  the  feature  and 
members  are  invited  together  with 
their  wives  and  iriends.  The  admis- 
sion will  be  nominal  and  the  proceeds 
used  lor  a  good  cause.  Watch  the 
Bulletin  for  further  information. 

Those  of  you  who  are  not  members 
of  the  Men's  Club  are  asked  to  join 
and  to  participate  in  all  of  its  activi- 
ties. You  will  find  the  programs  re- 
warding and  varied. 

THEODORE  D.  OSTROW, 
President 


The  Children's  Congregation,  at- 
tended by  children  under  age  twelve, 
continues  to  serve  as  a  model  congre- 
gation. It  has  received  great  attention 
in  the  United  Synagogue  publication 
School  Synagogue,  and  we  are  grate- 
ful to  Mrs.  Evelyn  Zusman  for  her 
skillful  handling  of  the  children  and 
their  programs  in  her  capacity  as  su- 
pervisor of  this  Congregation. 

In  servicing  about  200  children 
every  Sabbath,  the  Committee  is 
proud  to  share  in  the  responsibility 
oi  educating  our  youth  to  the  import- 
ance of  regular  Synagogue  attendance. 
We  wish  to  acknowledge  with  thanks 
the  services  rendered  by  the  "Kid- 
dush"  Committee  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Mesdames  Edna  Krimsky,  Anne 
Bernhardt  and  Ann  Schorr.  A  special 
Yeyasher  Koach  is  extended  to  the 
many  sponsors  of  these  Kiddushim, 
given  to  the  Congregations  after  the 
Sabbath  service. 


When  you  receive  a  call  from  the 
Committee  please  welcome  them.  You 
are  urged  to  give  thought  in  advance 
as  to  what  your  contribution  will  be. 
This  will  be  a  "one  time"  only  pledge 
towards  this  Special  Fund.  Please  do 
your  share. 

EDWARD  ISAACS,  Chairman 


A  Thank  You 
To  Rabbi  Doner 

OUR  ancient  Rabbis  enjoin  us: 
"To  faithful  worker,  and  for  work 
well  done,  we  are  in  duty  bound  to 
say  may  your  strength  increasel" 

Rabbi  Jacob  S.  Doner  has  been 
such  a  iaithiul  worker.  For  almost 
two  decades  he  taught  the  class  in 
Talmud  in  our  Center  every  Sabbath 
afternoon.  He  instructed  a  fine  group 
of  Jews  who  were  happy  to  learn  from 
him  the  wisdom  of  our  sages  as  re- 
vealed in  the  Talmud.  And  ue  per- 
formed this  work  in  a  spirit  of  devo- 
tion, without  remuneration,  purely  as 
a  work  of  love. 

Because  he  moved  from  our  neigh- 
borhood, he  was  forced  to  give  up 
this  assignment.  We  want  him  to  know 
that  we  sincerely  regret  that  we  will 
be  denied  his  instruction,  and  that  we 
greatly  appreciate  the  service  he  has 
rendered  diese  many  years.  In  behalf 
of  those  who  listened  to  him  and  who 
learned  from  him  every  Sabbath,  we 
say  to  him:  todah  rabbah  —  many 
thanks,  and  may  Heaven's  blessings 
accompany  him  and  his  beloved  wife 
in  all  their  paths  in  life. 

-ISRAEL  H.  LEVINTHAL 

EMERGENCY  MEMBERSHIP 
DRIVE-MANPOWER  NEEDED 

Judge  Murray  Feiden,  who  is  direct- 
ing the  Center's  Emergency  Member- 
ship Drive  has  issued  an  urgent  call 
for  men  and  women  of  the  Center  to 
aid  this  Campaign. 

Workers  are  needed  to  follow  up 
on  the  many  personal  calls  which  will 
have  to  be  made  in  order  to  assure 
the  success  of  the  Campaign. 

DO  YOUR  PART  —  JOIN  THE 
COMMITTEE  —  GET  NEW  MEM- 
BERS. YOUR  HELP  WILL  BE  AP- 
PRECIATED. 


YOUTH  CONGREGATIONS 


ENDOWMENT  FUND 
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ISTERHOOD 

MRS.  JOYCE  KREITMAN,  Editor 


Pesach  is  more  than  a  time  of  chang- 
ing dishes  and  cleansing  pantries.  It 
is,  indeed,  a  time  of  spiritual  house- 
cleaning  and  inventory.  And  so  may 
I  suggest  a  modern  version  of  "day- 
enu,"  that  familiar  prayer  which  pro- 
claims that  had  we  been  granted  just 
■one  of  the  many  miracles  of  the  Exo- 
dus we  would  still  say  dayenu. 

If  God  had  sustained  us  and 
brought  us  in  good  health  to  this 
season,  and  had  not  sown  peace  in 
the  world,  dayenu. 

If  He  had  given  us  a  zuorld  at  peace, 
but  had  not  let  the  State  of  Israel 
flourish  in  our  sight,  dayenu. 

If  He  had  let  us  see  the  State  of 
Israel  thriving  and  prospering,  but 
had  not  given  us  friendships  to  cher- 
ish here  at  home,  dayenu. 

If  He  had  blessed  us  with  friends, 
but  had  not  made  this  a  season  of 
family  reunion,  dayenu. 

If  He  had  brought  families  together 
at  this  season,  but  had  not  impressed 
us  with  the  beauty  of  our  Jewish  her- 
itage, dayenu. 

If  He  had  enriched  our  homes  with 
the  beauty  of  our  heritage,  but  had 
not  given  us  a  sense  of  satisfaction  in 
our  communal  efforts,  dayenu. 

If  He  had  given  us  this  sense  of 
satisfaction  and  worthwhileness  in 
everything  we  do,  but  had  not  planted 
in  our  hearts  the  hope  for  a  future 
that  would  be  better  still,  dayenu. 

But  since  He  has  given  us  all  the 
above,  and  has  capped  it  with  the 
hope  that  the  future  will  continue  to 
become  even  better,  we  have  all  the 
more  reason  to  be  grateful  to  Him. 

A  very  joyous  Pesach  to  all. 

Sarah  H.  Kushner,  President 

Highlights  of  Hanukkah 

The  Tables  were  set  beautifully 
for  our  Hanukkah  party.  A  Menorah 
surrounded  by  a  floral  arrangement 
was  the  centerpiece  on  each  table.  In 
front  of  the  dais  was  a  Hanukkah 
display  table  laden  with  gaily  wrapped 


Hanukkah  gifts,  dreidles,  holiday 
cookies,  Hanukkah  napkins,  articles 
from  our  gift  shop,  etc.  Our  thanks 
to  Fannie  Buchrnan  for  such  a  pretty 
center  table. 

Our  meeting  was  opened  by  Mrs. 
Herman  Pashenz  at  the  keyboard  and 
Mrs.  Bernard  Mattikow  leading  the 
singing  of  the  anthems. 

Mrs.  Julius  Kushner  warmly  greeted 
the  members  of  the  various  Center 
clubs  who  had  been  invited  to  our 
party. 

She  told  us  about  some  traditional 
Hanukkah  customs.  Rabbi  Kreitman 
was  presented  and  congratulated  the 
audience  on  being  true  Maccabeans 
and  for  attending  the  meeting  in  such 
inclement  weather.  The  women,  he 
told  us,  play  a  major  part  in  this  fes- 
tival. The  Book  of  Judith,  read  at 
this  festival,  relates  that  Judith  saved 
Israel  and  initiated  the  right  of  re- 
ligious freedom. 

A  delightful  Hanukkah  play  was 
presented  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
William  Sauler.  The  participants  were 
Mrs.  M.  Robert  Epstein,  Mrs.  Irving 
(Sylvia)  Horowitz,  Harold  Brown, 
Carl  Kahn,  Leo  Kaufmann  and  Theo- 
dore Ostrow.  Mascha  Benya,  accom- 
panied by  Evelyn  Anik,  provided  the 
background  music.  The  menorah  on 
the  stage  was  lit  by  Mark  Redlick,  a 
recent  Bar  Mitzvah,  and  the  hostess 
of  each  table  lit  her  menorah.  The 
room  was  darkened  during  this  cere- 
mony and  the  contrast  between  the 
flowers  and  the  menorahs  was  a  mag- 
nificent sight  to  behold.  Hanukkah 
songs  found  in  the  songsheet  at  each 
place  setting  were  sung. 

Lots  of  lathes,  coffee  and  cake  and 
much  socializing  concluded  a  memor- 
able evening.  An  extra  lathe  to  Mrs. 
Charles  Marks  and  her  hostess  group. 

Our  White  Elephant  Sale 

Our  White  Elephant  Sale  on  Janu- 
ary 18  was  anything  but  a  white  ele- 
phant. Everything  from  homemade 
cakes  and  candies  to  assorted  buttons 
was  sold.  We  had  bargains  galore  and 


the  items  went  fast.  Betty  Marks  and 
her  group  served  coffee  and  cake  to 
the  shoppers.  Many  thanks  to  chair- 
man Molly  Markowe  and  co-chairmen 
Edythe  Sauler  and  Sylvia  Kramer  for 
organizing  this  second  annual  bazaar. 

Joyce  Kreitman  discussed  Harry 
Golden's  two  best-sellers,  "Only  in 
America"  and  "For  2<f  Plain."  She 
read  delightful  excerpts  describing 
life  on  the  old  East  Side  and  depict- 
ing the  Jewish  immigrant  adjustment 
to  America  "Buying  a  suit  for  Hymie" 
and  "The  Golden  Plan  to  eliminate 
discrimination,"  were  particularly 
liked. 

Getting  to  Know  New  Members 

On  February  16,  we  honored  Rose 
Horowitz  on  the  occasion  of  her  birth- 
day and  also  welcomed  our  new  Sis- 
terhood women. 

Sarah  Kushner  greeted  the  audience 
and  thanked  Cantor  Sauler,  who  was 
accompanied  by  Gunther  Sprecher,  for 
the  anthem  singing  and  Sarah  Kling- 
hoffer  for  the  invocation.  Special 
thanks  to  Betty  Marks,  Clara  Meltzer, 
Anne  Bernhardt,  Edythe  Sauler,  Dor- 
othy Wisner,  Ann  Schorr  and  Stella 
Pinkwasser  for  their  preparations.  A 
beautiful  birthday  cake,  adorning  the 
dais,  was  made  for  Rose  Horowitz  by 
Kotimsky  and  Tuchman. 

A  wonderful  musical  interlude  was 
presented  by  Cantor  Sauler  and  Gun- 
ther Sprecher. 

Rabbi  Levinthal  gave  tribute  to 
Rose  Horowitz,  a  pillar  of  the  Syna- 
gogue throughout  her  life.  He  recalled 
the  wonderful  work  she  did  as  the 
first  President  of  the  Women's  Clubs' 
newly  organized  group  known  as  Sis- 
terhood. In  his  blessing  he  wished  her 
many  more  years  of  fruitful  activity. 

Rabbi  Levinthal  interpreted  the 
word  chevra,  meaning  friendship.  This 
word,  feminine  in  gender,  may  be 
explained  as  a  fellowship  of  Jewish 
women  such  as  comprises  our  Sister- 
hood. 

Rabbi  Kreitman  quoted  from  the 
sidrah  of  the  week.  We  are  told  in 
the  Bible  that  after  the  Red  Sea  was 
crossed  the  women  under  Miriam's 
leadership  burst  out  in  a  song  of 
triumph  and  danced  with  their  tam- 
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homines.  The  Rabbis  sought  an  ex- 
planation of  where  the  women  ob- 
tained the  instruments  on  the  banks 
ol  the  sea.  Onr  sages  commented  that 
the  women,  possessing  both  faith  in 
the  Torah  and  in  their  people,  had 
(anied  their  tambourines  away  from 
their  homes,  confident  that  Israel 
would  not  be  forsaken  and  that  there 
would  be  joyous  events  to  celebrate. 

We  offer  homage  to  Rose  Horowitz, 
a  true  Miriam  in  our  midst.  Her 
vision  has  guided  Sisterhood  through- 
out these  many  years.  Rabbi  Kreit- 
man  wished  her  many  happy  returns 
of  the  day. 

Molly  Markowe  presented  a  plaque 
from  the  Seminary  to  Mrs.  Horowitz. 
Deeply  touched  by  this  tribute,  she 
thanked  the  many  people  present  for 
a  truly  happy  birthday.  Believing  that 
life  without  service  is  not  good,  she 
always  strove  to  help  all  worthy 
causes  and  thus  make  her  own  lile 
purposeful.  "Happy  Birthday"  was 
sung,  and  everyone  received  a  piece 
of  the  cake. 

THE  ANNUAL  CARD  PARTY 

On  February  23  Sisterhood  held  the 
annual  card  party.  In  addition  to  the 
sale  of  Israeli  cards  (Lil  Lowenfeld's 
Gilt  Shop)  ,  all  sorts  of  card  games 


were  played  and  refreshments  were 
on  hand  all  evening.  The  chips  have 
not  been  all  counted  but  as  ol  pi  ess 
date,  the  proceeds  are  nearing  the 
1 300  mark.  We  wish  to  thank  all  those 
who  helped  to  make  this  party  suc- 
cessful, especially  chairman  Mary 
Kahn  and  co-chairmen  Estelle  Nelson 
and  Doris  Mattikow. 

A  PASSOVER  SIDE  DISH 

Many  people  remarked  that  the 
Horseradish  molds  at  the  Torah  Fund 
Luncheon  were  delicious,  and  by  pop- 
ular request  the  recipe  follows.  This 
salad  may  be  used  during  Passover 
and  will  be  welcomed  by  many  bala- 
boostas  as  a  relish  for  the  traditional 
servings  of  gefulte  fish.  Take  one  No. 
303  can  of  diced  beets;  1  No.  303  can 
of  diced  carrots;  1  small  jar  of  horse- 
radish (white  or  red)  ;  2  packages  of 
lemon  kojel;  2  boiling  cups  of  liquid 
from  the  canned  vegetables;  1  cup 
boiling  water.  Dissolve  kojel  in  boil- 
ing vegetable  liquid  and  boiling  water; 
cool;  mix  together  beets,  carrots  and 
horseradish;  add  to  kojel  mixture; 
pour  into  mold  and  let  set  in  re- 
frigerator. 

ADVANCE  NOTICE 

Mun.  April  25:  "Chai"  Luncheon. 

Wed.  April  27:  UJA  Luncheon. 
Molly  Markowe,  Guest  of  honor.  Ed- 
na Krimsky,  Chairman   (PR  4-1163). 


volved  is  more  than  compensated  for, 
aside  from  the  heavenly  reward,  by 
i  lie  patient's  appreciation  and  grati- 
tude. 

6  th 
ANNUAL 
DINNER-DANCE 

SUNDAY  EVENING 
DECEMBER  11th,  1960 


CONGRATULATIONS 

Heartiest  congratulations  and  best 
wishes  are  extended  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Joseph  S.  Scheinberg  of  474  Brooklyn 
Avenue,  on  the  Bar  Mitzvah  of  their 
son,  Joel,  at  the  Center  on  April  9th. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OF  GIFT 

We  acknowledge  with  thanks  re- 
ceipt of  a  contribution  to  the  Center 
from  Mrs.  Henry  K.  King,  in  memory 
of  her  beloved  husband. 


VISITING 

The  following  was  written  by  Rab- 
bi Abraham  Kelrnan,  of  the  Prospect 
Park  Jewish  Center  and  was  published 
in  their  bulletin. 

THE  other  day,  while  visiting  a 
member  of  our  congregation  in 
the  hospital,  his  nurse  said  to  me  that 
in  New  York  she  rarely  encounters 
Rabbis  in  the  hospitals,  while  in  a 
smaller  town  where  she  worked  pre- 
viously, the  local  rabbis  visited  each 
Jewish  patient.  This  may  be  just  a 
coincidence,  lor  here  too,  the  patients 
are  visited.  But  there  is  one  difference. 
In  a  smaller  town  almost  all  Jewish 
families  are  affiliated  with  the  Syna- 
gogue, in  New  York  only  a  fraction 
belong.  And  when  a  person  has  no 
con  tact  with  the  Synagogue,  there  is 
no  way  of  knowing  of  his  illness,  tin- 


THE  SICK 

less  we  are  notified  by  the  family. 
This  is  even  true,  at  times,  of  a  Cen- 
ter member.  We  are  no  prophets. 
When  there  is,  God  forbid,  illness  in 
a  family  the  congregation  should  be 
notified  so  that  we  may  pray  for  and 
visit  with  the  patient.  Visiting  the 
sick  is  one  of  the  primary  mitzvos 
(good  deeds)  of  our  faith.  It  is  listed 
in  our  morning  prayers  as  "one  of  the 
things  which  have  no  fixed  measure," 
together  with  honoring  father  and 
mother,  the  practice  of  charity,  at- 
tendance at  the  house  of  prayer  and 
study,  etc. 

Rabbi  Akiva,  the  famous  Talmudic 
sage,  said,  "he  who  visits  the  sick 
helps  to  sustain  life,  he  who  does  not, 
is  as  one  who  spills  blood.' 

One  cannot  overemphasize  the  im- 
portance of  this  deed.  The  effort  in- 
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most  people  call  RIVERSIDE  .  .  .  for  the  inspired  service  and  spiritual  comfort  Riverside  offers  family  and  friends 

IVERSIDE 

Memorial  Chapel 

FUNERAL  DIRECTORS 

BROOKLYN:  OCEAN  PARKWAY  AT  PROSPECT  PARK 
ULSTER  4-2000 
MANHATTAN:  76th  STREET  AND  AMSTERDAM  AVENUE 
ENDICOTT  2-6600 
BRONX     •     LONG  ISLAND     •     MOUNT  VERNON     •  MIAMI 
Morton  Rosenthal  - —  Carl  Grossberg,  Directors 

RIVERSIDE  MONUMENTS 


.  .  .  more  than  fine  granite.  Each  memorial  ...  be  it  a  modest  headstone  or 
an  impressive  mausoleum  ...  is  a  mark  of  everlasting  respect,  unconditionally 
guaranteed   forever   by   RIVERSIDE'S    50-year    reputation    for  quality. 
Visit  our  showrooms.  Call  or  write  for  illustrated  booklet. 


FLOWERS     •     WEDDING  DECORATIONS 


HYMAN  SPITZ,  Inc. 

1685  Pitkin  Avenue,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Dickens  2  -  4000  OUR  ONLY  STORE 

•       FRUIT  BASKETS  • 


JEFFER  FUNERAL  HOMES,  INC 


PResident  3-6500 

Chapels  Available  in  All  Boroughs 

•  Irwin  Jeffer 

•  Alvin  Jeffer 

•  Medwin  Jeffer 

Main  Office: 
426  EMPIRE  BOULEVARD 
Brooklyn  25,  N.  Y. 

NEW  BRANCH  Available  Early  I960 
HILLSIDE  AVENUE  at  188th  STREET 
Jamaica  Estates,  Long  Island 
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